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Peter Harling is Iraq, Syria and Lebanon Project Director 
with the Middle East Program of the International Crisis 
Group and is currently based in Damascus. His research 
at Crisis Group is focused on Iraq, although he has also 
been conducting research in Lebanon and Syria.

Areas of expertise
Peter Harling has spent 8 years working in and on Iraq, 
where he had taken residency up to the outbreak of 
the 2003 war, and where he has returned on several 
assignments since the former regime’s fall. His areas of 
expertise include tribalism, Islamism, and the insurgency

Professional background
Before joining Crisis Group, Peter Harling had been 
working as an independent consultant for the French 
public and private sectors

As an academic, Peter Harling is a research fellow at the 
Sorbonne University’s Centre for International Studies 
(Centre de Recherches Internationales de la Sorbonne – 
CRIS).
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Languages: French (native), English (fluent), Arabic (intermediate)

Publications and Media (selection)
“Europa y oriente medio: ¿divorcio de mutuo 

acuerdo?”, Foreign Policy Edición Española, 1 
December 2010 

“Middle East: Beyond Moderates and Militants”, with 
Robert Malley, Foreign Affairs, 27 August 2010 

“Nouvelle donne au Moyen-Orient”, with Robert 
Malley, Le Monde, 24 May 2010 

“Le grand retour de la France en Irak”, Le Monde, 1 April 
2010 

“Shifting allegiances in Middle East mean opportunities 
for President Obama”, with Robert Malley, The 
Washington Post, 6 March 2010 

“The Middle East’s Dangerous Equilibrium”, Foreign 
Policy, 23 February 2010

“Talking to Syria: What About?”, The Huffington Post, 
26 December 2009

“Stable Iraq Key to U.S.-Syria Dialogue”, Defense News, 
1 June 2009

“Lessons of the Franco-Syrian Fiasco”, Syria Today, 
March 2008

“France-Syrie, l’heure de vérité”, with Robert Malley, 
Le Monde, 21 December 2007

“A Lesson in Iraqi Illusion”, with Robert Malley, 
The Boston Globe, 8 July 2007

“Dialoguer avec la Syrie, une nécessité”, with Robert 
Malley, Le Monde, 2 June 2007

“Eyes Wide Shut”, with Joost Hiltermann, Le Monde 
Diplomatique, May 2007

“Talks with Iran and Syria Will Not Be an Easy Ride”, 
with Robert Malley, Financial Times, 14 December 
2006

“Convulsion en Oriente Proximo”, El Mundo, 
17 December 2006

“The Falluja Syndrome: Taking the Fight to the Enemy 
that Wasn’t”, Campaigning Journal, Fall 2006

“Containing a Shiite Symbol of Hope”, with Rob Malley, 
The Christian Science Monitor, 24 October 2006

“Iraq’s Diverse Shia”, with Hamid Yasin, Le Monde 
Diplomatique, September 2006. 

INTERNATIONAL CRISIS GROUP MEDIA OFFICE: +32 (0) 2 541 16 35

mailto:pharling%40crisisgroup.org?subject=
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/peter-harling-europa-y-oriente-medio-divorcio-de-mutuo-acuerdo.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/peter-harling-europa-y-oriente-medio-divorcio-de-mutuo-acuerdo.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/malley-harling-middle-east-beyond-moderates-and-militants.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/publication-type/commentary/malley-harling-nouvelle-donne-au-moyen-orient.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/iraq-syria-lebanon/harling-alrachid-le-grand-retour-de-la-france-en-irak.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/shifting-allegiances-in-middle-east-mean-opportunities-for-president-obama.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/shifting-allegiances-in-middle-east-mean-opportunities-for-president-obama.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/the-middle-easts-dangerous-equilibrium.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=6454&l=1
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=6132&l=1
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=5345&l=1
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=5244&l=1
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=4940&l=1
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=4881&l=1
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=4831&l=1
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=4576&l=1
http://www.crisisgroup.org/_maintain/home/_editor/index.cfm?id=4581&l=1
http://www.crisisgroup.org/_maintain/home/_editor/index.cfm?id=4467&l=1
http://www.crisisgroup.org/_maintain/home/_editor/index.cfm?id=4451&l=1

