CRISISWATCH DIGEST FEBRUARY 2023

ETHIOPIA

WHAT HAPPENED IN FEBRUARY?
Prime Minister Abiy met Tigray’s leaders
for the first time since before war erupted

in 2020. In Oromia, an Orthodox Church
split fuelled deadly intercommunal tensions,
while authorities and the Oromo Liberation
Army (OLA) signalled interest in a truce.

WHY DOES IT MATTER?
Federal-Tigray relations continued to
improve as sides took concrete steps to-
ward consolidating peace. The crisis in the
Orthodox Church reflects growing tensions
between ruling Amhara and Oromo factions,
which form Abiy’s core political coalition,
and could prove destabilising.

JANUARY TRENDS

Tigray’s peace process made notable
progress as the Tigray People’s Liberation
Front (TPLF) forces handed in heavy weap-
ons, Eritrean troop withdrawals from Tigray
accelerated and more services in Tigray
resumed. Meanwhile, insurgent-government
violence continued in Oromia.
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© O Abiy met with Tigray
leaders, Eritrean withdrawals
continued

Prime Minister Abiy met Tigray leaders on
3 February. One day later, the government
announced increased cash flows and daily
flights to Tigray. On 12 February, the TPLF
established a committee to form a regional
interim administration. Eritrean soldiers
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(3] Insurgent-government

violence continued, sides signalled
interest in truce

Hostilities continued in Oromia between govern-
ment forces and the OLA in central, western and
southern Oromia, impacting civilians.
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Sides also hinted at their interest in a truce.
Observers told Crisis Group that the OLA

and Abiy engaged in informal indirect talks Atar
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