Africa

Central Africa

®» Burundi Govt 5 July began collecting contributions from citizens to pay for
elections in 2020; trade unions criticised multiple contributions demanded by govt.
Tensions rose at University of Burundi: police and student members of
Imbonerakure (ruling party’s youth wing) 2 July arrested three student members of
Agathon Rwasa-led branch of opposition National Forces of Liberation; tracts
threatening students who were resisting joining ruling party found at university 9
July. European Parliament 5 July adopted resolution heavily critical of govt actions
and calling for halt to Burundian participation in African Union’s and UN
peacekeeping operations. Tensions rose between Burundi and Rwanda following
several cross-border attacks in southern Rwanda: unidentified armed group from
Burundi 1 July raided Cyamuzi village in southern Rwanda near Burundi border,
attack follows two similar raids in June; Rwandan President Kagame 13 July asserted
army’s readiness to fight off any attack.

¥ Cameroon Anglophone conflict spread to new areas including Buea, capital of
Southwest region, as Boko Haram (BH) continued attacks in Far North. Anglophone
separatist militants carried out attacks almost daily in Southwest and Northwest
regions, primarily on security forces and other state representatives, and for first
time in Buea and Limbe, both Southwest, while military continued to attack militants
and civilians. Religious authorities 25 July said they would convene Anglophone
General Conference 29-30 Aug in Buea to agree on issues to address in national
dialogue on Anglophone crisis. Major violent incidents include the following:
separatist militants 8-9 July killed police commissioner in Kumba, Southwest and
police officer in Buea; militants 12 July twice attacked convoy of minister-delegate
for defence on Kumba-Mbongue road, military accompanying convoy killed six
militants; militants 20 July burned teacher training college in Ndop, Northwest;
militants 27 July killed traditional chief of Lysoka, Southwest; militants 28 July
burned Ndop prison, Northwest, freeing dozens of prisoners; security forces and
armed separatists clashed in Buea 30 July, four civilians killed. In Far North, BH
militants continued attacks on civilians particularly near border with Nigeria, killing
at least seventeen, and clashed with military. Govt 15 July reportedly arrested four
soldiers suspected of appearing in video circulated in June that shows uniformed
men killing two women and their children on grounds that women are BH militants.
Govt had previously denied that video was recorded in Cameroon. President Biya 9
July set 7 Oct as date for presidential elections. Twenty opposition parties (“G20”)
20 July declared their support for Biya.

®» Central African Republic Armed groups in provinces continued to carry out
attacks on each other, civilians, humanitarian workers and UN peacekeepers.
Clashes erupted 11 July between ex-Seleka and anti-balaka militias close to displaced
persons’ camp in Bria in centre, UN mission (MINUSCA) managed to stop fighting.
Armed men 5 July entered Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) base in Bria, stealing
medical equipment and causing MSF to suspend activities; armed men robbed MSF
staff residence in Kabo in north night of 15-16 July. MINUSCA 3 July confirmed



violence targeting humanitarian workers has increased, with 143 cases reported in
2018. Anti-balaka militants 17 July attacked Pombolo village, Mbomou province in
south east, injuring three MINUSCA peacekeepers who intervened, and 27 July
attacked MINUSCA convoy 10km from Gambo on road to Pombolo, Mbomou
province, injuring two peacekeepers. Unidentified assailants killed three Russian
journalists near Sibut in centre night of 30-31 July. New movement known as Central
African Republic’s Church Defence League emerged early July, denounced Church
and govt for failing to protect priests and declared intent to avenge deaths; Central
African bishops 13 July said they did not recognise group. Russia 12 July attempted
to hold meeting between govt and armed groups in Sudanese capital, Khartoum, but
was unsuccessful. Govt and donors 4-5 July held roundtable in Bangui to examine
structure and use of army, currently only present in five cities while armed groups
are present in 80% of country; govt plans include creation of four defence zones,
increasing number of soldiers and police and creating garrison army stationed
outside capital Bangui. Ex-Seleka commander Ahamat Markani sentenced 19 July to
life of forced labour for crimes committed in capital Bangui in Sept 2015.

®» Chad Boko Haram militants 19 July attacked village near Niger border, killing
eighteen people and abducting ten women. Widespread social discontent continued
as allowances withheld since Jan remained unpaid. President Déby met with head of
Libya’s Presidency Council 25 July and agreed to cooperate on border security to
combat terrorism and smuggling operations.

®» DR Congo President Kabila 19 July reaffirmed his commitment to respect the
constitution, but remained vague on whether he intended to stand in Dec elections;
according to electoral timetable, presidential candidates must register by 8 Aug.
Major opposition parties 23 July jointly called for cleaning of voter list, cancellation
of plans to use voting machines, confidence-building measures as outlined in Dec
2016 Saint Sylvester agreement and replacement of representative from opposition
party Union for Democracy and Social Progress in electoral commission council.
Opposition and ruling majority began talks on voter list. Opposition party Movement
for the Liberation of Congo (MLC) 13 July said it had chosen party leader Jean-Pierre
Bemba, acquitted by International Criminal Court in June, as presidential candidate.
MLC extended Bemba’s presidency of party for five years. Bemba returned to DR
Congo 1 Aug. Ruling majority expressed doubt that Bemba was legally allowed run
for presidency. Platform of opposition leader Moise Katumbi 30 July said Katumbi
would return to DR Congo 3 Aug. Electoral commission 24 June-13 July registered
candidates for provincial elections and 26 July published provisional list of over
18,000 candidates for 715 seats. Govt reshuffled command positions in army 14 and
24 July. In first reshuffle, Gen John Numbi was appointed inspector general of
armed forces and Lt Gen Amisi Kumba Gabriel was appointed deputy chief of staff;
both have been sanctioned by international partners for involvement in human
rights violations. Govt cancelled visits by UN sec-gen and U.S. ambassador to UN
scheduled for July. Kabila reportedly also cancelled his visit to Angola planned for
late July. Navies of DR Congo and Uganda 7 July exchanged fire on Lake Edward,
which straddles disputed border, one Ugandan soldier killed. DR Congo 11 July
accused Ugandan military of shooting dead twelve Congolese fishermen and
arresting about 100 others. Congolese delegation visited Uganda late month to
discuss issues over lake. Uganda 28 July said it had sentenced 35 Congolese to up to



three years for illegal fishing. Govt 24 July declared over Ebola outbreak that killed
33 people.

®» Rwanda Tensions rose between Rwanda and Burundi following several cross-
border attacks in south: unidentified armed group from Burundi 1 July raided
Cyamuzi village in southern Rwanda near Burundi border, attack follows two similar
raids in June; Rwandan President Kagame 13 July asserted army’s readiness to fight
off any attack.

Horn of Africa

®» Djibouti Govt mid-July asked UN Sec-Gen Guterres to work with Security
Council to mediate peaceful settlement of border dispute with Eritrea, said Eritrean
troops still occupy Djiboutian territory.

4 &% Eritrea Govt took further steps to make peace with Ethiopia paving way for
further consolidation in Aug. During visit of Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy to
Eritrean capital, Asmara 9 July, he and President Afwerki agreed to end “state of
war” between countries. Afwerki visited Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa 14-16 July
and reopened Eritrean embassy. Countries restored telephone connections and
Ethiopian Airlines 18 July resumed flights to Eritrea. Afwerki 23 July met Saudi King
Salman in Jeddah. Next day Afwerki and Abiy in United Arab Emirates thanked
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan for role in fostering peace between
two countries; Prince Mohammed awarded both leaders highest civilian honour for
ending war. Somali President Farmajo met Afwerki in Asmara 28 July; presidents
said in joint statement that two countries would establish diplomatic relations and
promote bilateral trade and investment. Djibouti mid-July asked UN Sec-Gen
Guterres to work with Security Council to mediate peaceful settlement of its border
dispute with Eritrea, said Eritrean troops still occupy Djiboutian territory.

4 4 Ethiopia PM Abiy took further steps to make peace with Eritrea paving way
for further consolidation in Aug, and made progress in combatting repression and
abuses by state forces domestically. During Abiy’s landmark visit to Eritrean capital,
Asmara 9 July, he and FEritrean President Afwerki agreed to end “state of war”
between countries. Afwerki visited Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa 14-16 July and
reopened Eritrean embassy. Countries restored telephone connections and
Ethiopian Airlines 18 July resumed flights to Eritrea. Abiy and Afwerki in United
Arab Emirates 24 July thanked Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan for
role in fostering peace between two countries; Prince Mohammed awarded both
leaders highest civilian honour for ending war. Govt 5 July removed from list of
terrorist organisations three rebel groups (Oromo Liberation Front, Ogaden
National Liberation Front and Ginbot 7) and opened access to over 200 previously
banned websites. Same day senior prison officials were fired for failing to protect
prisoners’ rights. Authorities 11 July released political prisoners from Jijiga prison
in Somali region in east after Somali regional state President Abdi Iley admitted his
forces had committed abuses. Parliament 20 July passed law granting amnesty to
former political prisoners. Project manager of Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam
being built on Nile, Simegnew Bekele, found shot dead in his car in centre of Addis



Ababa 26 July, hundreds immediately protested in Addis and his hometown Gondar
in north west demanding justice.

®» Kenya As dry season sets in, rate of armed conflicts over natural resources,
especially pasture and water, picked up in north. Armed ethnic Turkana herders
clashed with security forces in Isiolo county; Turkana herders exchanged fire with
police trying to recover stolen livestock near Isiolo-Marsabit road 14 July. Local
residents in Turkana county in north blockaded camp of oil company Tullow Oil from
27 June demanding deployment of more security forces in area to combat cattle
poaching and citing grievances over jobs, blockade interrupted Tullow’s trucking of
oil to coast. Al-Shabaab militants 10 July attacked police station at Hamey, Garissa
county near border with Somalia, reportedly injuring four officers, and damaged
nearby telecommunications mast. Security forces continued operations against Al-
Shabaab in Boni forest, Lamu county. Al-Shabaab ambushed police vehicle on Lamu-
Mombasa road in Milihoi, Lamu county 26 July, killing one police officer, another
three went missing.

¥ Somalia Al-Shabaab escalated attacks and resumed bombings in capital
Mogadishu after more than month-long lull. In Mogadishu, roadside bombing
injured seven people 2 July; car bombings and gunfire at interior ministry 7 July and
at hotel 14 July killed nine and three civilians respectively; over fourteen security
officials arrested 9 July in connection with first attack. In Galmudug region in centre,
local clan militias fought Al-Shabaab militants trying to forcibly recruit their children
in Caad town, near Haradheere 4 July, at least seventeen people killed; in retribution
Al-Shabaab 19 July stole herders’ livestock. In Puntland region in north, Al-Shabaab
captured Af Urur town 20 July meeting little resistance from Puntland forces. In
Lower Shabelle region in south, Al-Shabaab claimed roadside bombing that killed
former district commissioner 77 July. Also in south, Al-Shabaab 23 July attacked
army base at Baar Sanguni, about 50km from Kismayo, Jubaland region killing at
least six soldiers. Fighting between semi-autonomous Puntland region in north and
neighbouring Somaliland over disputed territories abated, but confrontation
continued; elders from Somaliland 16 July visited Garowe in Puntland to discuss
ceasefire options, but Puntland rejected elders’ conditions. Joint peace mission from
regional bloc Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) and UN met
with Puntland President Abdiweli Gaas in Garowe and Somaliland President Muse
Bihi in Hargeisa 28-30 July, both sides agreed to work toward peaceful solution.
Authorities of Jubaland federal state prevented newly appointed general from
landing at Kismayo airport 12 July, accusing federal govt of breaching security pact
by appointing general without consulting federal state leader. At second Somalia
Partnership Forum, organised by EU, Sweden and Somalia govt in Brussels 16-17
July, donors pledged €1.2bn for country’s recovery to be channelled through federal
budget. President Farmajo met Eritrean President Afwerki in Eritrean capital
Asmara 28 July; presidents said in joint statement that two countries would establish
diplomatic relations and promote bilateral trade and investment.

®» Somaliland Fighting between Somaliland forces and Somalia’s semi-
autonomous Puntland region over disputed territories abated, but confrontation
continued; elders from Somaliland 16 July visited Garowe in Puntland to discuss
ceasefire options, but Puntland rejected elders’ conditions. Somaliland govt 17 July
said elders did not represent govt and that it was committed to protecting its borders.



Joint peace mission from regional bloc Intergovernmental Authority on
Development (IGAD) and UN met with Puntland President Abdiweli Gaas in Garowe
and Somaliland President Muse Bihi in Hargeisa 28-30 July, both sides agreed to
work toward peaceful solution.

®» &% South Sudan Following signing of framework agreement in June, govt and
main rebel group signed further security and power-sharing agreements, creating
opportunity for leaders to reduce fighting in Aug; other rebel groups raised
objections to political deal and violence continued despite ceasefire. Govt and rebel
representatives in Sudanese capital, Khartoum 6 July signed agreement on security
arrangements that aimed at moving forces out of population centres, unifying and
reorganising military, setting up joint security committee, and deciding where to
base forces. Presidency said President Kiir and rebel leader Riek Machar had agreed
on peace plan 8 July in Entebbe, Uganda that would see Machar reinstated as first
vice president (VP), alongside three other VPs, but faction of rebel group Sudan
People’s Liberation Movement-In Opposition (SPLM-IO) allied to Machar 9 July
rejected plan, saying rebels should hold two VP positions. Govt and SPLM-IO signed
power-sharing agreement in Khartoum 25 July that envisages Machar as VP
alongside four others and 35-member govt; twenty ministers from current govt, nine
from SPLM-IO and six from other opposition groups. Other opposition groups said
deal had shortfalls and lacked clarity on future of legislature. Parliament 12 July
passed govt-proposed bill to extend Kiir’s term until 2021, SPLM-IO had called move
illegal. UN Security Council 13 July passed U.S.-drafted resolution imposing arms
embargo on S Sudan. Govt and rebel forces accused each other of violating ceasefire
that came into effect 30 June: fighting 2 July at Maban in former Upper Nile state in
far north east reportedly left eighteen civilians dead; fighting also erupted near Wau,
former Western Bahr al-Ghazal state in west 20 July. Unidentified gunmen 4 July
attacked humanitarian convoy near Mangalla, north of capital Juba, killing one man.

®» Sudan Govt 12 July said it had extended unilateral ceasefire with rebels in
Darfur, South Kordofan and Blue Nile states until end of year. Egyptian President
Sisi visited Khartoum 19-20 July in bid to strengthen bilateral relations. Opposition
National Umma Party 1 July said Egyptian authorities had denied its leader Sadiq al-
Mabhdi re-entry into Egypt, where he had been living in self-imposed exile.

®» Uganda Navies of Uganda and Democratic Republic of Congo exchanged fire on
Lake Edward, which straddles disputed border, 7 July leaving one Ugandan soldier
dead. DR Congo 11 July accused Ugandan military of that day shooting dead twelve
Congolese fishermen and arresting about 100 others; Congolese delegation visited
Uganda late month reportedly to discuss issues over lake. Uganda 28 July said it had
sentenced 35 Congolese to up to three years for illegal fishing.

Southern Africa

®» Comoros In constitutional referendum 30 July, 90% voted in favour of changes
that would extend presidential terms and stop rotation of presidency among three
main islands. Opposition boycotted vote and observers questioned its legitimacy. In
lead-up, govt cracked down on dissent, and general strike held in Moroni on Grande
Comore island. State media reported voting largely peaceful; two ballot boxes



destroyed and policeman injured in Hankounou district of Moroni. Assailants 22
July attempted to assassinate Vice President Abdou.

®» Mozambique In far north, suspected Islamist militants reduced rate of attacks
as security forces increased presence. In Cabo Delgado province, militants 7 July
beheaded four men and burned five houses in Macanga area; 10 July killed two and
burned houses in Quisingule village. President Nyusi and leader of opposition
Renamo party, Ossufo Momade, 11 July jointly announced that Renamo would
disarm, condition set by ruling Frelimo party in June for holding of Oct local
elections; Nyusi said parties would sign formal agreement to integrate Renamo
fighters into police and defence force. Parliament 20 July passed electoral reforms
in accordance with agreement between govt and Renamo to decentralise power.

®» é* % Zimbabwe First presidential, parliamentary and local elections since
ouster of former President Mugabe held largely peacefully 30 July, results expected
early Aug; if main contenders — President Mnangagwa and opposition leader Nelson
Chamisa — and citizens accept credible results, vote could lay foundation for
country’s recovery from misrule, if losers reject results, violence is likely. On voting
day, turnout was high at 75%. Chamisa 31 July accused Zimbabwe Electoral
Commission (ZEC) of delaying presidential results to favour ruling Zimbabwe
African National Union-Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF). ZEC reported both Mnangagwa
and Chamisa to police for violating electoral law by issuing press statements in 24
hours before polls. Mugabe 29 July rejected Mnangagwa and ZANU-PF and
endorsed Chamisa of Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) Alliance; in response
Mnangagwa said vote for Chamisa was vote to bring back Mugabe. About 600
international observers monitored vote. Defence forces 4 July vowed to remain
neutral. Afrobarometer survey released 20 July found that over 40% of population
feared election-related intimidation, violence and military intervention, while over
30% distrusted ZEC due to history of bias toward ZANU-PF. Police 25 July refused
to allow opposition protest against ZEC; Chamisa same day accused ZEC of bias, but
said MDC would not boycott vote. Govt from 1 July raised civil servant wages by
17.5% and allowances to security force personnel. Office of UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights 24 July commended open political rallies and presence of human
rights organisations, but expressed concern at increasing reports of “voter
intimidation, threats of violence, harassment and coercion, including people being
forced to attend political rallies”.

West Africa

®» Burkina Faso Attacks against security forces and civilians continued in Sahel
region in north. Unidentified gunmen 4 July killed customs officer near Sebba city.
Unidentified gunmen early July killed presumed member of local self-defence group
near Djibo village, Soum province. Unidentified gunmen 17 July killed two people,
including chief of Hocoulourou village, Soum province after abducting them two
weeks earlier. In East region, unidentified gunmen 23 July attacked gendarmerie in
Matiakoali, wounding gendarme; 24 July killed two civilians in nearby Kpendima
village. Army 18 July said 60 people had been arrested since 8 July in counter-
terrorism operation in north. Burkina Faso and Niger mid-July said they had created
framework for concerted action against insecurity in border area. In trial of 84



people accused of planning 2015 attempted coup, army officer Moussa Nébié 6 July
admitted he had arrested then President Kafando, but denied this constituted coup.

¥ Cote d’Ivoire Tensions rose within ruling coalition between President
Ouattara’s Rally of Republicans (RDR) and former President Henri Konan Bédié’s
Democratic Party of Cote d’Ivoire (PDCI) over merger of all six coalition members
into one party ahead of 2020 presidential election; PDCI continued to insist that it
should be able to choose new party’s presidential candidate. Ouattara 4 July
dissolved govt, 10 July appointed new largely unchanged govt without consulting
PDCI. Ouattara 16 July chaired new party’s constitutive assembly without PDCI.
PDCI 20 July said it had expelled party members who had been appointed to new
cabinet. Machete attack during general assembly of Rally for Cote d’Ivoire (RACI)
close to Assembly Speaker Guillaume Soro in Korhogo in north 7 July killed party
supporter. Govt 18 July said local and regional elections would take place 13 Oct.

®» Gambia Govt 19 July condemned former President Jammeh'’s pledge in leaked
phone call to return from exile in Equatorial Guinea, said comments were “shocking
and subversive”. President Barrow 9 July swore in new Vice President Darboe along
with eight ministers. Barrow 5 July swore in members of commission to investigate
killing of three anti-mining protesters in Faraba Banta village, about 50km south of
capital Banjul in June.

®» Guinea Almost daily demonstrations and general strikes took place in several
cities throughout month after govt increased fuel price from CFA8,000 ($0.88) to
CFA10,000 ($1.10) per litre 1 July; protesters clashed with police on serval occasions.
Unidentified gunmen 8 July fired shots in Dara Labé area in north, seven people
wounded. Parliament 5 July passed law reorganising electoral commission, reducing
members from 25 to seventeen.

®» Guinea-Bissau Public radio and television employees 17 July started three-day
strike, joining ongoing civil servants’ protest movement to demand better salaries
and working conditions.

¥ Mali Amid rise in violence, especially in centre and north, presidential elections
took place 29 July with armed groups preventing voting in some places. Govt said
armed attackers forced closure of 644 out of about 23,000 polling stations, about
3%. Before publication of official results, President Keita 30 July claimed to be in
lead, same day party of rival Soumaila Cissé said he had won enough votes to face
Keita in run-off. Party of Aliou Diallo 31 July said he had come second and would
face Keita in second round. In Timbuktu in north, Arab community protested against
insecurity and clashed with security forces 25 July; next day Arabs and Tuaregs
clashed with black community. In Mopti region in centre, intercommunal clashes
between ethnic Dogon and Fulani self-defence groups continued, seventeen
reportedly killed in Somena village 25 July. Situation worsened by alleged abuses
and arbitrary executions by govt forces (FAMA). FAMA g July burnt 300 motorcycles
reportedly belonging to Dogon combatants. Dogon militia “Dan Nan Ambassagou”
then breached unilateral ceasefire they had declared 2 July saying it would fight all
state representatives ahead of 29 July vote. Suspected jihadist attacks on national,
regional and international forces and on civilians continued in several regions.
Notable incidents include: in Gao region in north, ambush 1 July targeting French
Barkhane convoy near Bourem town, left four civilians dead. Al-Qaeda-linked Group



to Support Muslims and Islam claimed mortar attack on Aguelhok, Kidal region 29
July causing pause in voting. In centre, explosive device killed three soldiers and
separately assailants ambushed govt soldiers killing two, both incidents 11 July in
Mopti region; jihadist militants 22 July ambushed army patrol in Soumouni forest
in Ségou region, soldier and eleven assailants killed; suspected jihadists 31 July
ambushed security patrol in Ségou region, at least four soldiers and eight assailants
killed. In Ménaka region in east, armed individuals 15 July killed at least ten civilians
in Injagalane village. In Koulikoro region in west, armed individuals 4 July killed two
gendarmes.

®» Niger Suspected Boko Haram (BH) militants continued attacks in Diffa region
in south east. Suspected BH 1 July attacked military position in Bla Brin village in
Lake Chad area, killing six soldiers. BH militants 19-20 July attacked military post
in Baroua village near border with Nigeria, killing soldier, ten BH also killed. High
Court in capital Niamey 24 July handed three-month suspended prison sentences to
several prominent civil rights activists detained since March on charges of
unauthorised public gathering; activists released same day.

®» Nigeria Boko Haram (BH) maintained attacks on military and civilians in north
east, herder-farmer violence continued in centre and banditry persisted in north
west, as major faction pulled out of ruling party and allied with opposition ahead of
2019 general elections. In north east, BH continued attacks in Borno, Yobe and
Adamawa states despite military’s claimed gains against it. Notably, in Borno state,
BH ambushed army convoy near Bama 13 July, with at least 23 soldiers missing or
killed. BH killed six traders at Mussini village 17 July; killed at least 27 people near
Gajibo village 18 July; at least seven in suicide attack at mosque in Konduga 23 July;
26 July attacked military in Jakana, at least thirteen killed including seven
insurgents, four soldiers and two policemen. In Yobe state, BH attacked military base
in Jilli 14 July, with scores of soldiers killed or missing after attack; army 22 July said
troops had repelled BH attack on patrol at Sasawa village, several insurgents and
troops killed. In Adamawa state, BH 10 July killed five civilians in Luru town. Special
court in Kainji, Niger state 9-10 July sentenced 113 suspected BH to jail for
involvement in terrorism, and dismissed cases against 111 other suspects for lack of
evidence. Herder-farmer violence continued with at least four people killed in
Plateau state, 24 in Taraba state and six in Adamawa state. Violence related to cattle
rustling and banditry continued in north west, with at least 9o killed in Zamfara and
Sokoto states. Armed bandits 9-10 July attacked several villages in Rabah area of
Sokoto state, killing 39. Suspected armed bandits 17-19 July killed at least 30 people
in attacks on five villages of Gidan Goga district, Zamfara state. Suspected armed
bandits 24 July killed at least twenty people in attack on Kwaddi village, Zamfara
state, and displaced over 12,000. Armed attacks on police spiked nationwide with at
least 25 policemen killed, including nine in two attacks in or near capital Abuja 1-2
July. Political factions stepped up positioning ahead of 2019 elections. Major faction
withdrew from ruling All Progressives Congress (APC) party 4 July condemning
govt’s alleged incompetence and, calling itself Reformed APC, 9 July formed
coalition with opposition People’s Democratic Party (PDP) and 38 other parties,
resolving to field common presidential candidate. Benue state governor and over 40
federal legislators defected from ruling APC to opposition PDP.



