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North East Asia

®» China/Japan China continued maritime activity around disputed
islands, while Tokyo and Beijing struck five-point agreement aimed at
strengthening cooperation.

China continued maritime activity as Japan hosted joint naval drills. As of 29
Nov, 108 Chinese Coast Guard vessels were detected in Japan’s contiguous zone
over 27 days, including eight that entered Japan'’s territorial waters. Japan hosted
ten-day Malabar Exercise with “Quad” countries — U.S., Australia and India — that
10 Nov commenced off Yokosuka Island in East China Sea. Japanese media 9 Nov
reported that Japan’s Maritime Self-Defense Force and Coast Guard will conduct

joint drill simulating armed attack on disputed Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands in East
China Sea for first time before end of fiscal year.

Japan and China agreed five-point consensus following first face-to-face leaders’
meeting. Japan’s PM Fumio Kishida and China’s President Xi Jinping 17 Nov met
for first time on sidelines of Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) conference
in Thailand’s capital Bangkok and agreed five-point consensus, which includes
provisions to build mutual trust, work on high-level economic dialogue, strengthen
dialogue and communication between defence and maritime departments
(including early launch of direct telephone line) and commit to jointly shoulder
responsibility for maintaining international and regional peace and prosperity;
during meeting, Kishida expressed concern over China’s intrusions into Japanese
waters around Senkaku Islands and recent ballistic missile launches around
Taiwan.

®» Korean Peninsula North Korea test fired dozens of missiles,
including its largest intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), and
admonished U.S. and South Korea in harsh criticism.

Pyongyang continued intense missile testing and military provocations. Following
multiple launches throughout Oct, Pyongyang 2-3 Nov fired approximately 26
missiles, including likely long-range cruise missile and ICBM, latter of which
landed 200km west of northerly Japanese island of Hokkaido; another missile
landed south of Northern Limit Line (de facto inter-Korean maritime border) just
40km from east coast of South Korean town of Sokcho. Amid barrage, North Korea
2 Nov fired approximately 100 artillery shells in vicinity of South Korea’s maritime
buffer zone. Further launches of short-range missiles followed 9 and 17 Nov; North
18 Nov fired “Hwasong-17", which appears to mark first successful launch of largest



ICBM in its arsenal following launch failure in March. North characterised early
Nov launches as response to recent U.S.-South Korean military drills, but seem to
form part of sustained strategy that is raising peninsula tensions.

Concerns persisted over potential seventh nuclear test. Satellite imagery taken on
or around 7 Nov published by U.S. think-tank CSIS showed no activity at third of
four tunnels at North Korea’s Punggye-ri nuclear test site; analysts and observers
believe Pyongyang is technically ready to conduct seventh nuclear test — and first
since 2017 — at site with minimal further preparations. South Korean President
Yoon 28 Nov warned response to seventh test would “will be something that has
not been seen before”.

Pyongyang slammed U.S. and South Korea. Exploiting opportunity offered by
inconclusive UN Security Council meeting regarding North Korea’s missile
launches, Sister of Kim Jong-un, Kim Yo-jong, 22 Nov called U.S. “scared barking
dog” and alleged that Washington is feeling frustrated by council’s inability to
achieve unanimity due to geopolitical tensions with China and Russia; Kim warned
North Korea sees “grave political provocations attempting to drive the Korean
Peninsula situation into a new phase of crisis”. Kim 24 Nov asserted “[President]
Yoon Suk-yeol and his idiots continue to create a dangerous situation”.

» Taiwan Strait Military activities around island continued as China
maintained frequent aerial and maritime incursions, while U.S. and
Chinese presidents discussed Taiwan in first face-to-face meeting.

China continued military presence around island as U.S vessel transited strait. As
of Nov 20, Taiwan detected 436 Chinese aircraft entering its Air Defence
Identification Zone (ADIZ), of which estimated 170 either crossed unofficial
demarcation “median line” or entered south-western ADIZ; Chinese naval vessels
in surrounding waters were sighted 98 times. U.S. Navy’'s Arleigh Burke-class
guided-missile destroyer USS Benfold 5 Nov sailed through Taiwan Strait;
Commander of U.S. Pacific Fleet 20 Nov said that U.S. has been sending warships
through strait approximately every month. Meanwhile, Taiwan 7 Nov began its
annual “Sky Dragon” military drills involving aerial combat exercises and ground-
based support operations over six days, while Taiwan’s army 19 Nov conducted
live-fire drill on outlying Penghu Islands; routine drills are expected to be held
monthly in response to growing intimidations from China.

U.S. and China leaders held first face-to-face meeting, agreeing to manage
Taiwan differences. In bilateral meeting at G20 summit, U.S. President Biden and
China’s President Xi Jinping 14 Nov agreed to manage their differences and
competition, including on question of Taiwan; Xi said that Taiwan is “at the very
core of China’s core interests, the bedrock of the political foundation of China-U.S.
relations, and the first red line that must not be crossed in China-U.S. relations”,
while Biden reportedly expressed objections to Beijing’s coercive and increasingly
aggressive actions toward Taiwan. Taiwan same day thanked Biden for reiterating
U.S. support. Taiwan and U.S. 16 Nov reportedly signed deal to maintain long-
range early-warning radar systems. U.S. and China defence chiefs 22 Nov met and
agreed to improve communication channels and crisis management mechanism,
suspended since U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan in August.



South Asia

®» Afghanistan Taliban sought to suppress National Resistance Front
and Islamic State’s local branch threats in north east, while Taliban
signalled harsher restrictions, particularly aimed at women.

Anti-Taliban resistance forces continued insurgency in north east. Despite falling
levels of violence with onset of cold weather, insecurity continued in Badakhshan
province (north east) after Taliban in Oct launched large-scale operations in
districts bordering Tajikistan; operations for time being appeared to stunt National
Resistance Front (NRF) activities in province but strained relations with Tajikistan,
neighbouring country that harbours NRF fighters. Similarly, in Takhar province
(north east), numerous reports surfaced during month of Islamic State-Khorasan
Province (ISKP) and NRF attacks; Taliban forces launched raids against hideouts,
primarily targeting ISKP. Meanwhile, deadly clashes erupted between Taliban and
Pakistani border forces around Chaman border crossing 13 Nov and in Paktia
province (east) 15 Nov (see Pakistan). Bomb 30 Nov targeting religious school in
Samangan province (north) killed at least 17 students, majority of them believed to
be children.

Taliban regime continued repressive measures, including on women. Taliban 5
Nov stated efforts were under way to end caretaker govt model; how the Taliban
will shift to permanent govt remains unclear as group signalled intent to introduce
additional governance restrictions. UN children’s agency 7 Nov claimed that
women were increasingly being denied access to health facilities unless
accompanied by male relatives; ministry for promoting virtue and preventing vice
next day announced closure of women’s public baths and declared that women will
no longer be able to visit public parks. UN experts 25 Nov said treatment of women
and girls may amount to “gender persecution”. Earlier, Taliban 3 Nov arrested
human rights activist Zarifa Yaghoubi and her colleagues in capital Kabul who
announced formation of women-led political party. Taliban emir 13 Nov met with
judges and urged application of stricter punishments against kidnappers,
seditionists and thieves.

Humanitarian crisis persisted as winter approached. With harsh winter fast
approaching, little progress was made in addressing economic and humanitarian
crises; notably, China 9 Nov announced it will grant zero-tariffs on 98% of Afghan
products from Dec onward.

®» Bangladesh Opposition held countrywide protest rallies, fuelling
tensions with govt, while deadly attacks in Rohingya refugee camps
continued.

Amid economic crisis, tensions persisted between govt and opposition. Opposition
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) held protest rallies at divisional headquarters
countrywide against rising fuel, power and commodity prices, aimed at culminating
in mass rally in capital Dhaka on 10 Dec. PM Sheikh Hasina 2 Nov told parliament
BNP was attempting to destabilise politics amid economic crisis, warning govt
would take action against those engaged in anti-govt activities. BNP sec gen same
day said “our present goal is to intensify the movement” to force elections; Hasina
next day warned against BNP “excesses”, threatening party’s chairperson could be



sent back to jail. Notably, BNP 12 Nov held large-scale rally in Faridabad suburb,
Dhaka division. Police same day arrested 32 BNP leaders and activists in Dhaka
city on charges of “hatching an anti-government conspiracy”. Police 16 Nov fired
rubber bullets at BNP party activists in Habiganj district, Sylhet division, who were
planning rally, injuring 60, including ten police officers. Govt and International
Monetary Fund (IMF) 9 Nov provisionally signed $4.5bn support program, which
finance minister same day said would help prevent economic instability from
escalating into crisis.

Security operations against militant groups continued. Security operations against
suspected militants and separatists continued in Bandarband district. By 9 Nov,
Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) had arrested 29 suspected members of militant
group Jama’atul Ansar Fil Hindal Sharqiya from Bandarband, Comilla and
Narayanjanj districts. Two Ansar-al-Islam militants — sentenced to death for killing
of secular publisher in 2015 — 19 Nov escaped from court; police 22 Nov arrested
one accomplice.

Violence persisted in Rohingya refugee camps. After police late Oct launched
operation in Cox’s Bazar camps to arrest at least 56 Rohingyas, including 24
suspected of murdering seven community leaders in recent months, police
attributed 8 Nov killing of Rohingya man in Cox’s Bazar Teknaf sub-district to clash
between rival Rohingya factions. Rohingya militants 14 Nov fired on RAB officials
in Bandarband’s Konapara camp, killing woman and injuring security forces
member.

®» India Govt and China made no progress on resolving remaining
friction points along disputed Line of Actual Control (LAC), while
Maoists continued violent attacks in centre and east.

LAC remained point of contention with China. Indian Army Chief Gen. Manoj
Pande 12 Nov said situation in eastern Ladakh along LAC was “stable but
unpredictable” as two out of seven friction points are yet to be resolved, and noted
that China had not significantly reduced its troops and continued “unabated”
infrastructure development; local media mid-month cited Indian defence sources
who said India had increased “constructions in forward areas along LAC”. In first
public exchange since deadly Galwan Valley clash in June 2020, India’s PM
Narendra Modi and China’s President Xi Jinping 15 Nov greeted each other on
sidelines of G20 summit.

Maoist violence continued in centre and east. In Telangana state (centre), Maoists
9 Nov Kkilled tribal man suspected of working with police in Mulugu district. In
Odisha state (east), Maoists 10 Nov killed youth suspected of being police informer
in Kandhama district; security forces 11 Nov killed two Maoists in Koraput district.
In Jharkhand state (east), security forces 21 Nov killed three Maoists in Latehar
district, where Maoists 22 Nov set ablaze dozens vehicles at railway construction
site. In Chhattisgarh state (centre), security forces 26 Nov killed four Maoists
during clashes in Bijapur district. In statement ahead of its 22nd anniversary on 2
Dec, People’s Liberation Guerrilla Army — military wing of outlawed Communist
Party of India (Maoist) — mid-month said 132 members were killed in security
operations countrywide since Dec 2021 and claimed it had staged 1,300 attacks
that killed 429 security personnel.



Improvised bomb exploded in south west. Low-intensity pressure-cooker bomb
blast 19 Nov critically injured two, including perpetrator, in Mangaluru city,
Karnataka state (south west); police said attacker was inspired by Islamic State
ideology.

®» India-Pakistan (Kashmir) India and Pakistan continued mutual
reproaches, while security operations and militant attacks persisted in
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K).

Tensions persisted between New Delhi and Islamabad. After Pakistan’s foreign
ministry late Oct protested Indian defence minister’s remarks that “the mission will
complete only when Gilgit Baltistan and areas of [Pakistan-administered Kashmir]
reunite with India”, Indian PM Narenda Modi 18 Nov said “it is well known that
[militant] organisations get money through several sources”, including “state
support”. India’s home ministry 8 Nov reported 73 cross-border infiltration
attempts in 2021, lowest in five years, and stated ongoing militancy in J&K “is
linked with infiltration of [militants] from across the border”. Indian security forces
9 Nov claimed to have shot down drone entering from Pakistan into Punjab’s
Ferozepur district.

Security operations and militant attacks continued in J&K despite onset of winter.
Security forces continued operations: 1 Nov killed three Lashkar-e-Tayyaba
militants in Pulwama district; 3 Nov killed three militants trying to infiltrate border
in Poonch district; 11 Nov killed Pakistani Jaish-e-Mohammad militant in Shopian
district; 15 Nov arrested four alleged members of armed group The Resistance
Front in Srinagar city; 19 Nov killed alleged Pakistani militant infiltrating border in
Rajouri district, Jammu region; alleged Lashkar-e-Tayyaba militant was 19 Nov
shot dead in police custody in Anantnag district in unclear circumstances, in
second such incident since Oct. Militants 3 Nov shot two non-local labourers in
Anantnag district; militant fired on two non-local labourers in Anantnag district.
India’s northern command chief 22 Nov claimed “82 Pakistani and 53 local
terrorists are active” in region, alongside 170 additional unidentified insurgents.

In other important developments. The Resistance Front 13 Nov threatened 21
journalists working for Kashmir’s prominent local English language newspapers
and news agency, accusing them of siding with India; at least six journalists shortly
afterward announced resignations.

®» Nepal Voters participated in second general election under 2015
constitution, which saw relatively low turnout and signs of frustration
with mainstream parties.

In largely peaceful vote, Nepali Congress poised to become largest party. Country
20 Nov held second general election under current constitutional set-up; vote
proceeded largely peacefully despite some disruptions. Notably, police intervened
to address disruptions in six districts countrywide; one person died after being shot
by police during clashes in Bajura district. Around 61% of nearly 18m registered
voters cast their ballots in polls for federal and provincial assemblies — marking
decrease from 68% in 2017 contest. With votes still being tallied late Nov, Nepali
Congress appeared set to become largest party in federal parliament with
calculations predicting around 90 of 275 seats in House of Representatives, 165 of
which are elected via first-past-the-post (FPTP) and 110 through nationwide



proportional representation (PR) system; Communist Party of Nepal (Unified
Marxist-Leninist) appeared poised to secure most PR seats with 2.18mn
nationwide votes. Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre) will likely remain
third largest party but with its share of FPTP seats falling to 18, half of those
secured in 2017. Non-mainstream and independent Rastriya Swatantra Party
appeared set to secure eight FPTP seats after winning prominent races in
Kathmandu and Lalitpur districts, underscoring anti-establishment sentiment,
especially in urban areas.

¥ Pakistan Political instability intensified amid failed assassination
attempt on former PM Imran Khan; Pakistani Taliban continued deadly
attacks in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, while border forces clashed with
Afghan Taliban.

Attack on Khan further fuelled political tensions. Assassination attempt on Khan
in Punjab district’s Wazirabad city 3 Nov killed one and injured Khan as well as 14
others, including leaders of opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party; police
arrested shooter at scene. As protests erupted in major cities, Khan next day
accused PM Sharif, interior minister and senior intelligence official of “hatching a
conspiracy” to kill him and urged supporters to continue protests. Military 4 Nov
condemned Khan’s “baseless and irresponsible allegations”. Khan 9 Nov tweeted he
would disclose name of “second officer” allegedly involved in plot. Khan’s “long
march” 10 Nov resumed in Wazirabad. After govt 25 Nov announced General Asim
Munir as new chief of army, Khan next day called off march and announced
decision to quit all provincial legislatures; 28 Nov announced decision to dissolve
PTI-led parliaments in Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces to have
elections; govt vowed to prevent dissolution.

Pakistani Taliban continued deadly attacks in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province.
Pakistani Taliban claimed series of lethal assaults: notably, militants 16 Nov killed
six police in Lakki Marwat district and two soldiers in Bajaur district 15-16 Nov.
Pakistani Taliban, blaming military for escalating security operations, 29 Nov
ended tenuous ceasefire, calling on fighters to “carry out attacks wherever and
whenever you can”. Series of unclaimed attacks continued: notably, militants 5 Nov
gunned down police constable in Mardan district; militant attack 9 Nov killed two
police constables in South Waziristan district. Police 19 Nov reported 151 militants
in province in 2022 had killed 105 police personnel.

Deadly border firefight erupted with Afghan Taliban. Cross-border attack on
Pakistani side of Chaman border crossing 13 Nov killed Frontier Corps soldier,
leading to hour-long exchange of fire with Taliban fighters; local media next day
reported firefight killed five Afghan Taliban militants. Clashed 15 Nov reportedly
erupted in Afghanistan’s Paktia province. Afghan Taliban reportedly agreed to
punish perpetrators following meeting with Pakistani counterparts 21 Nov.

®» Sri Lanka Govt maintained harsh response to dissent, expressed
willingness to address Tamil demands and introduced new budget amid
ongoing economic strains.

Gout continued hard line on protests and rejected early elections. Police 18 Nov
used water cannons and tear gas to disperse large crowd of students attempting to
deliver petition to UN, protesting detention of two student leaders under



Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA); court previous day extended leaders’ detention
by further 9o days, which Amnesty International 18 Nov denounced as “targeted
persecution” that has “chilling effect on civil society”. President Wickremesinghe 23
Nov rejected widespread calls for early elections, telling parliament he would
“impose emergency law and deploy the military” if protesters try to “topple the
government”.

Gouvt made some overtures to civil society groups and Tamil politicians. Govt
during month held ministerial meetings and consultations with civil society groups
on revised draft of proposed “anti-corruption act” aimed at including provisions of
UN Convention against Corruption and other international norms.
Wickremesinghe 10 Nov invited Tamil leaders for discussion, pledging to address
their decades-long demands ahead of 75th independence day on 4 Feb 2023; Tamil
politicians expressed scepticism at initiative but did not reject it. Justice Minister
Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe 20 Nov confirmed govt was drafting new counter-terrorism
law to replace PTA.

Amid ongoing economic hardship, govt introduced budget. Wickremesinghe 14
Nov presented 2023 budget to parliament — approved by wide margins in initial
votes — aimed at reducing fiscal deficit in line with preliminary deal struck with
International Monetary Fund in Sept; budget primarily relies on tax hikes, while
maintaining high spending on police and military. Govt statistics released 21 Nov
showed inflation slowing slightly to 70.6% in Oct, following record 73.7% in Sept.
Meanwhile, debt restructuring talks appear to have made little headway,
imperilling govt’s ambition to finalise restructuring by year’s end; govt postponed
another round of talks with creditors scheduled for 17 Nov reportedly to allow
officials time to prepare. UK Parliament 9 Nov adopted resolution expressing
concern over “reports of increased militarisation and human rights violations” and
urged govt to reduce high defence spending.

South East Asia

®» Myanmar Military clashed heavily with Arakan Army in Rakhine
State and resistance forces in centre amid mounting allegations of
atrocities, while regime pardoned thousands of prisoners.

Arakan Army (AA) stepped up ambushes on military in Rakhine State. Clashes
were reported in four townships 8 Nov, with AA claiming to have killed at least ten
members of security forces. AA landmines 10 Nov struck military truck carrying
rations in Ponnagyun township, killing ten soldiers; regime forces same day
retaliated by massacring at least nine civilians in nearby village. AA 14 Nov
ambushed military convoy in northern Maungdaw township, 15 Nov attacked
military outposts in Buthidaung and Ponnagyun townships. Military 15 Nov
allegedly shelled children’s birthday party in Maungdaw, killing at least 11 civilians.

Resistance forces and military battled in central and southern areas. In Sagaing
region, regime soldiers 6 Nov allegedly killed as many as 14 people, including eight
civilians and four People’s Defence Forces (PDF) members, in Monywa township;
several victims showed signs of severe torture. Meanwhile, Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA) and allied PDFs launched several major attacks in mid-



Nov, capturing military outposts; notably, 12 Nov attacked police station in
Kyaikmayaw township, Mon State, killing three police officers, and same day
captured three military camps in Bago region.

Regime released prisoners amid 2023 election preparations. In mass pardon to
mark National Day, regime 17 Nov released almost 6,000 prisoners, including
former ministers, activists, senior National League for Democracy (NLD) officials
and four foreigners; regime claimed 700 were political prisoners. Meanwhile, Vice
Senior General Soe Win 10 Nov chaired meeting on verifying voter lists for 2023
election while leader Min Aung Hlaing next day underscored importance of
ongoing peace talks with ethnic armed groups to support election, expressing hope
of concluding agreements with armed groups by year’s end. New Mon State Party
9-10 Nov participated in third round of talks with regime.

ASEAN reiterated support for its diplomatic initiative. Regional body ASEAN
leaders 11 Nov retained its Five Point Consensus to end crisis, tasked FMs with
developing “concrete” implementation plan, and agreed to maintain ban on regime
officials attending meetings.

» Philippines Insecurity persisted in south amid govt security
operations and feuding between militants, while confrontations
between govt and communist rebels killed dozens.

Tensions with Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) members flared in south. In
breach of ceasefire, 64th Infantry Battalion 10 Nov clashed with elements of MILF’s
114 Base Command in Ungkaya Pukan town, Basilan province, killing ten fighters
and displacing some 2,000 families. In sign of inter-group feuding, suspected
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) member 18 Nov killed MILF
commander; clashes erupted between family members associated with both in
Kuloy village, Maguindanao.

Operations against Islamist militants continued amid surrenders. Notably, 33rd
Infantry Battalion 5 Nov clashed with BIFF militants in Shariff Aguak town,
Maguindanao province. Police 17 Nov arrested Abu Sayaff Group (ASG) sub-leader
Ibraham Asara in Parang town, Sulu province, following ten years in hiding in
province. In Maguindanao, six BIFF members 4 Nov surrendered in Pikit town,
with further three militants surrendering 19 Nov in Rajah Buayan town. In
Zamboanga City, three ASG militants formerly aligned with deceased commander
Isnilon Hapilon 4 Nov surrendered, with further seven surrendering 9 Nov in Luuk
municipality, Sulu province.

Clashes between military and communist rebels claimed high death toll. Military
operations and some militant ambushes by communist New People’s Army in
Mindanao Island in south, Visayas Islands in centre and Luzon Island in north
claimed at least 28 combatant and civilian fatalities.

®» South China Sea U.S. VP Kamala Harris visited Philippines,
deepening military ties between allies, while negotiations on South
China Sea (SCS) Code of Conduct made no progress.

U.S. VP reiterated commitment to Philippines, visiting island on rim of SCS. U.S.
VP Kamala Harris 20 Nov commenced visit to Philippines, meeting Philippine



President Marcos Jr. to discuss expanding U.S.-Philippine security ties, including
Coast Guard partnership and maritime law enforcement cooperation, as Harris
reaffirmed U.S. commitment toward Philippines under 1951 U.S.-Philippines
Mutual Defense Treaty in case of “armed attack on the Philippines armed forces,
public vessels or aircraft in the Pacific”. Harris 22 Nov became highest-ranking U.S.
official ever to visit Palawan — western Philippine island near disputed Spratly
Islands in SCS. U.S. Navy ship USS Chancellorsville 29 Nov conducted freedom of
navigation operation near Spratly Islands; China’s eastern theatre command same
day rebuked operation as “trespassing” into Chinese waters. Earlier, Philippine
military 21 Nov said Chinese Coast Guard forcibly seized suspected Chinese rocket
debris being towed by Philippine Navy off Philippine-occupied Thitu Island.

SCS Code of Conduct negotiations remained stalled. President Marcos, Jr. 13 Nov
reiterated urgency of concluding negotiations on Code of Conduct as conclusion of
regional body ASEAN’s East Asia Summit brought no progress on finalising draft.

ASEAN and China same day released joint statement pledging to make SCS “sea of
peace, friendship, and cooperation” and conclude early adoption of Code of
Conduct. Chinese President Xi 18 Nov reiterated pledge during meeting with
Brunei’s leader Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah. U.S. President Biden same day affirmed
freedom of navigation and overflight must be respected in East and South China
Seas.

®» Thailand Govt hosted regional summit in capital Bangkok amid
modest-sized anti-govt and pro-democracy protests, while deadly
violence intensified in deep south.

Protesters held small-scale rallies around Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) summit. Ahead of APEC summit held 18-19 Nov in Bangkok, anti-govt and
pro-democracy protesters, primarily led by “Ratsadon Stops APEC 2022” group, 16
Nov coalesced around Bangkok demanding Prayuth’s suspension as APEC chair,
fresh election and cancellation of Bio Circular Green Economy policy. Protesters
next day non-violently confronted riot police at Asoke intersection. Several
hundred protesters 18 Nov gathered at City Hall Plaza to march to APEC venue;
police blocked protesters near Democracy Monument, leading to scuffles that saw
25 arrests and ten injuries after police deployed force, including use of rubber
bullets.

Insurgents staged multiple attacks and bombings in deep south. In Pattani
province, insurgents 7 Nov opened fire on police and soldiers in Nong Chik district,
killing village leader and one insurgent, and wounding two police officers.
Insurgents 15 Nov bombed petrol stations in Muang district and Yaring district,
firing shots to disperse bystanders and detonating IEDs near pumps. IED attack
next day wounded police officer near school in Panare district. In Narathiwat
province, insurgents 13 Nov detonated bomb and opened fire on Buddhist villagers
in Chanae district, killing one and wounding two, then staged IED attack on
armoured security forces vehicle responding to incident, killing army captain. Also
in Chanae, Special Operations Task Force troops 19 Nov clashed with insurgents
while on rural patrol, killing one insurgent. In Reuso district, insurgents, 16 Nov
detonated two pipe bombs near security checkpoint. Militants 22 Nov detonated
vehicle-borne IED at apartment block housing police officers and their families in



Muang district, Narathiwat, killing one officer and wounding 31 others, including
15 civilians and three children.



