
 

 

CrisisWatch 2023 – October Trends and November Alerts 

Middle East and North Africa 

Eastern Mediterranean 

 🗲 🕊 Israel-Palestine   Hamas slaughtered 1,400 in unprecedented 

attack, triggering indiscriminate Israeli bombardment of Gaza that 

killed over 8,500 and set off humanitarian crisis; threat of regional war 

loomed large, as Qatari mediation offered slim hope for talks. 

Hamas’s assault triggered full-scale war. Hamas 7 Oct launched multi-pronged 

offensive into southern Israel, killing around 1,400 Israelis and taking at least 200 

hostages. Israeli PM Netanyahu 7 Oct declared Israel “at war” and 11 Oct formed 

emergency govt with opposition. Israel launched 6,000 airstrikes on Gaza in first six 

days after attack and thousands more since, killing over 8,500 Palestinians, 

including over 3,500 children, according to Gaza’s health ministry (as of 31 Oct). 

Israeli Defence Minister Yoav Gallant 9 Oct announced “full siege” of Gaza Strip, 

cutting off electricity, food, medicine, and water; disease and starvation are poised 

to become serious additional threats to civilians. Israel 13 Oct ordered evacuation of 

northern and central Gaza Strip, displacing around 1.4m, and 27 Oct expanded 

ground operations; while it seems plausible Israel can occupy northern Gaza, how it 

will deal with Hamas forces in south is unclear; speculation Israel may seek to 

forcibly displace Gazans into Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula triggered fierce Egyptian 

opposition. Israeli airstrikes 31 Oct hit Jabalia refugee camp, killing dozens. Gaza-

based militants fired daily rockets; Israel 31 Oct announced eleven soldiers killed 

during incursion. Qatari mediation secured release of four hostages, raising prospect 

indirect communication could release more captives and serve as basis for ceasefire 

talks. Netanyahu 30 Oct rejected ceasefire, saying “this is a time for war”. 

In West Bank, Israeli forces and settlers killed scores of Palestinians. Israel 7 Oct 

imposed total closure on West Bank and East Jerusalem and reportedly arrested 

1,500 Palestinians, while Israeli forces and settlers dramatically stepped up violence, 

killing at least 118 Palestinians, amid Palestinian protests across territory. In first in 

decades, Israeli airstrikes 19 and 22 Oct in West Bank killed over dozen. 

Border clashes with Hizbollah raised risk of regional war. Near-daily border 

clashes between Hizbollah and Israeli forces killed dozens of Hizbollah fighters and 

at least eight Israeli soldiers, raising risk of war spreading to other fronts (see 

Lebanon). 

 Jordan   Thousands rallied countrywide in solidarity with 

Palestinians as govt sharply criticised Israel’s “massacre” and “war 

crime” in Gaza. 



Following outbreak of war between Hamas and Israel on 7 Oct (see Israel-Palestine), 

Jordanians rallied near-daily close to Israeli embassy in capital Amman in solidarity 

with Palestinians. Tensions rose as security forces 13 Oct dispersed around 500 

protesters with tear gas as they attempted to reach area bordering Israeli-occupied 

West Bank outside Amman, despite Interior Ministry 12 Oct banning protests in 

area. Protesters in Amman 13 Oct demanded closure of Israeli embassy and 

abrogation of 1994 peace treaty with Israel, while thousands also rallied in Irbid and 

Zarqa cities in support of Hamas. After deadly blast at Al-Ahli hospital in Gaza, 

security forces 17 Oct clashed with protesters near Israeli embassy as demonstrators 

sought to storm compound, injuring several anti-riot personnel. Meanwhile on 

diplomatic front, govt 17 Oct cancelled summit scheduled next day with U.S., 

Egyptian and Palestinian leaders to discuss situation in Gaza; FM Ayman Safadi said 

summit would be held later when parties could agree to end “war and the massacres 

against Palestinians”. At Cairo Peace Conference, King Abdullah II 21 Oct called 

Israeli bombing campaign in Gaza “a war crime” and lamented “selective” 

application of international law to Palestinian issue. UN General Assembly 27 Oct 

adopted resolution proposed by Jordan calling for “immediate, durable and 

sustained humanitarian truce” in Gaza. Army 30 Oct said it requested U.S. to deploy 

air defence systems as tensions rise in region. 

 🗲 Lebanon   Border clashes between Hizbollah and Israeli forces 

killed dozens of militants and multiple Israeli soldiers; hostilities could 

open new front in Israel-Hamas war in coming weeks. 

Lebanon faced spectre of major conflict. Following outbreak of war between Hamas 

and Israel on 7 Oct (see Israel-Palestine), Hizbollah repeatedly stated its willingness 

to militarily intervene to support its ally Hamas. Border areas witnessed pattern of 

near-daily clashes between group and Israeli forces that killed around 50 Hizbollah 

fighters and at least eight Israeli soldiers during Oct, with intensity and casualty 

count inching upward and geographical scope of hostilities reportedly widening late 

Oct. While clashes appeared to remain manageable, sides appeared to be merely one 

bloody attack – by accident or design – away from triggering escalation that spirals 

into all-out war, or Hizbollah may intervene to support Hamas as Israeli ground 

operations in Gaza get under way. Notably, Hizbollah 8 Oct launched several guided 

rockets into disputed Shebaa farms; Israel 9 Oct killed three Hizbollah fighters in 

retaliation for alleged infiltration attempt by Palestinian fighters; pair over 

subsequent days exchanged missiles and shelling. Hizbollah strike 11 Oct allegedly 

killed Israeli. Israel 17 Oct reportedly killed five Hizbollah fighters in airstrikes.  

Syrian refugees faced oppressive govt measures and threats to safety. In sign of 

rising hostility, caretaker Interior Minister Bassam Mawlawi 4 Oct claimed Syrians 

are responsible for 30% of crime and next day ordered authorities to crack down on 

Syrians without valid residency permits, close down Syrian-owned businesses 

operating without valid paperwork and enforce “categorical ban” on donations to 

support Syrian refugees. Large brawl 5 Oct erupted between Lebanese and Syrians 

in capital Beirut, while reports indicated bands of Lebanese roamed streets at night 

searching for Syrians to attack. 

Presidential vacuum reached one-year anniversary amid economic crisis. No signs 

of progress emerged of filling presidency, which has been vacant since 1 Nov 2022, 

reflecting prevailing political deadlock. Economic crisis remained severe despite 



ongoing period of relative stability for Lebanese Lira, which may have been buoyed 

by substantial influx of hard currency but could soon face sharp devaluation. 

 🗲 Syria   Marking one of most violent periods in years, regime and 

Russia escalated bombardment in north west, Türkiye intensified strikes 

and ISIS maintained desert insurgency; Israel-Hamas war threatened to 

spread to Syria. 

North west witnessed most intense bombing since March 2020 ceasefire. Suspected 

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS)-operated suicide drones 5 Oct struck Homs military 

academy graduation, killing at least 89 soldiers and civilians and injuring over 270; 

by striking more than 140km away from Idlib, attack may signal new phase of HTS 

campaign against regime. In response, regime and Russian forces same day began 

intensive shelling of Idlib and Aleppo provinces, which during Oct killed at least 50 

civilians and displaced almost 70,000. Drone attacks 7 Oct reportedly targeted 

Russia’s Istamo airbase in Latakia province and Aleppo city 8-18 Oct. Russia 13 Oct 

increased airstrikes in Idlib and regime forces mid-month intensified shelling; HTS 

and allied groups retaliated with artillery, snipers, and guided missiles, while 

suspected HTS-operated drones targeted communities across north and east Hama. 

In north east, Türkiye intensified anti-Kurdish Workers’ Party (PKK) strikes. In 

response to 1 Oct PKK attack in Turkish capital Ankara (see Türkiye), Turkish FM 

Hakan Fidan 4 Oct declared all PKK and People’s Protection Units infrastructure 

“legitimate targets”; subsequent drone strikes targeted water and energy 

infrastructure and Syrian Democratic Forces targets, killing more than 50 and 

exacerbating humanitarian crisis. 

Islamic State (ISIS) attacked in centre. ISIS stepped up pressure on regime forces in 

Homs province; following 5-18 Oct probing attacks, ISIS 18 Oct seized and held six 

regime outposts south of Sukhnah town and Wadi Doubayat gas field. 

Amid Israel-Hamas war, tit-for-tat attacks between Iran-backed groups and U.S., 

Israel could escalate. Following Hamas-Israel war outbreak (see Israel-Palestine), 

Iranian forces reportedly repositioned around 300 Syrian and Lebanese fighters to 

Quneitra, underscoring potential for Israel’s war on Gaza to draw in regional actors. 

Suspected Iran-backed forces in Quneitra and Dara’a 11-29 Oct fired artillery shells 

at northern Israel, prompting multiple Israeli retaliatory strikes: notably, Israel 

shelling 25 Oct killed eight Syrian soldiers. In east, U.S. 31 Oct said suspected Iran-

backed forces conducted total eleven attacks on its positions since 7 Oct; U.S. 26 Oct 

launched two airstrikes near Mayadeen city in response. 

Gulf and Arabian Peninsula 

 Iran   Tehran warned of regional conflagration if Israel expands its 

military campaign in Gaza, while EU and UK maintained sanctions due 

to be lifted under 2015 deal, triggering Iran’s ire. 

Hamas-Israel war placed spotlight on Iran’s role and future intentions. Following 

outbreak of war between Hamas and Israel on 7 Oct (see Israel-Palestine), Tehran 

endorsed Hamas’s actions and warned of regional conflict should situation in Israel-



Palestine escalate, while accusing U.S. of “managing” Israel’s assault against Gaza. 

U.S. and Israeli officials during Oct noted extensive support Iran has provided 

Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad over years, although U.S. President Biden 12 

Oct asserted “no evidence” so far that Tehran had foreknowledge of attack. U.S. 18 

and 27 Oct imposed two sets of Hamas-related sanctions; latter included Tehran-

based “liaison between Hamas and the Iranian govt” and Islamic Revolutionary 

Guards Corps (IRGC) officials said to help train Hamas and other groups. Against 

backdrop of looming Israeli ground offensive into Gaza, frequent deadly exchanges 

occurred along Israel-Lebanon border (see Lebanon), in addition to more than 25 

drone and rocket attacks by Iran-backed proxies against U.S. forces in region (see 

Iraq and Syria); in retaliation, U.S. 26 Oct struck Syrian sites used by “IRGC and 

affiliated group”. U.S. and allies warned Iran of dangers of regional escalation 

publicly, privately and by significant U.S. military deployments to region. In case of 

expanded Israeli ground incursion into Gaza, Iran could support or prod its proxies 

to escalate attacks against Israel and U.S. in calibrated manner, raising risks of 

miscalculation and tensions spinning out of control. 

EU and UK retained sanctions set to be lifted under 2015 deal. EU and UK 17-18 Oct 

confirmed they would keep in place non-proliferation sanctions due to expire as part 

of 2015 nuclear deal’s “Transition Day”, citing Iran’s non-compliance with 

agreement. Iran 18 Oct labelled decision “unilateral, illegal and politically 

unjustifiable”. U.S., EU, UK alongside dozens of other states 18 Oct asserted “it is 

imperative that all States continue to take steps to counter Iran’s destabilising 

ballistic missile-related activities”. In parallel, U.S. unveiled sanctions against 26 

persons, entities and vessel linked to ballistic missile and UAV programs. 

 🗲 Iraq   Iran-backed armed groups could further escalate attacks 

on U.S. forces as Israel expands military campaign in Gaza; Türkiye 

intensified airstrikes on Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK). 

Iran-backed groups targeted U.S. after Israel-Hamas war erupted. Following 

outbreak of war between Hamas and Israel on 7 Oct (see Israel-Palestine), Iran-

aligned “resistance groups” – including Asaib Ahl al-Haq, Badr Organization and 

Kataib Hezbollah – stated readiness to support Palestinians, threatening to strike 

U.S. assets across region. U.S. 31 Oct revealed its forces in Iraq and Syria had suffered 

27 attacks with drones or rockets since 7 Oct, of which sixteen occurred in Iraq and 

caused minor injuries to personnel; attacks come after months-long period of 

informal truce. Israeli ground operations in Gaza may fuel further such attacks and 

prompt calls from Iran-aligned politicians for withdrawal of U.S. troops. Notably, 

drone attacks 18 Oct targeted U.S. forces at Ain al-Assad airbase, Anbar governorate, 

and al-Harir airbase, Erbil governorate. Rocket attack next day targeted Ain al-Assad 

airbase and three Katyusha rockets struck international coalition base near Baghdad 

airport. Coalition of Sunni insurgent groups Islamic Front for the Iraqi Resistance 

claimed drone attack on 21 Oct targeting Ain Al-Assad airbase. Meanwhile, 

thousands 13 Oct responded to calls of Shia cleric Muqtada al-Sadr to demonstrate 

in solidarity with Palestine in capital Baghdad.  

Türkiye escalated strikes on PKK targets following Ankara attack. In response to 1 

Oct PKK attack in Turkish capital Ankara (see Türkiye), Türkiye escalated attacks 

targeting PKK in northern Iraq; notably, 1, 3, 4 Oct struck PKK targets along Turkish 



border, including Metina, Gara, Hakurk, Qandil, and Asos governorates. Turkish FM 

Hakan Fidan 4 Oct announced all PKK infrastructure, including energy facilities, 

were “legitimate targets”. Iraqi Kurdish authorities 26 Oct announced ten PKK 

members were killed in airstrikes in Erbil and Dohuk provinces. 

In other important developments. Military and Kurdish Peshmerga forces 22 Oct 

clashed in dispute over control of strategic military posts previously held by PKK, 

reportedly in Makhmour district between Erbil and Ninewa governorates, killing 

four. Iran 2 Oct said Iraq had implemented some parts, but not all, of border security 

arrangements requiring it to relocate Iranian oppositions groups.  

 Saudi Arabia   Riyadh criticised Israel following outbreak of war 

with Hamas, which likely indefinitely postponed Saudi-Israel 

normalisation process. 

Saudi Arabia called for de-escalation in Gaza, condemned Israel. Following 

outbreak of war between Hamas and Israel on 7 Oct (see Israel-Palestine), Saudi 

Arabia 7 Oct called for de-escalation and condemned Israel’s “continued occupation, 

the deprivation of the Palestinian people of their legitimate rights, and the repetition 

of systematic provocations against its sanctities”. After Israel 13 Oct ordered over 1m 

Palestinian in northern Gaza to evacuate south, Riyadh 13 Oct affirmed its 

“categorical rejection of the calls for the forcible displacement”. Crown Prince 

Mohammad Bin Salman 15 Oct met U.S. Sec State Antony Blinken in capital Riyadh 

to discuss conflict; 20 Oct met United Arab Emirates President Mohammed bin 

Zayed in Riyadh. Meanwhile, sources reported that normalisation efforts with Israel 

were put on ice, although FM Faisal bin Farhan 24 Oct asserted “the Arabs are 

serious” about returning to a peace process and U.S. President Biden and 

Mohammad Bin Salman in call same day agreed to build on “the work that was 

already under way”. 

Saudi and Iranian leaders held phone call. Mohammad Bin Salman 11 Oct spoke 

directly with Iranian President Raisi for first time since restoration of diplomatic ties 

in March, stressing kingdom was engaging “with all international and regional 

parties to halt the ongoing escalation” in Israel-Palestine. 

 🗲 Yemen   Houthis launched long-range missiles and drones 

targeting Israel, which were intercepted by Israeli defences; group 

threatened further such attacks in coming weeks that risk expanding 

Israel-Hamas war. 

Houthis targeted Israel, raising prospect of regional escalation. Following outbreak 

of war between Hamas and Israel on 7 Oct (see Israel-Palestine), Houthi leader 

Abdulmalek Al-Houthi 10 Oct declared group’s readiness to respond with drones and 

missiles to any U.S. involvement in Hamas-Israel war and expressed willingness to 

coordinate intervention with other Iran-backed “Axis of Resistance” members, 

including Iraqi factions and Hizbollah in Lebanon (see Iran, Iraq and Lebanon). 

Underscoring potential for greater involvement of such actors, U.S. navy 19 Oct 

intercepted three cruise missiles and multiple drones reportedly launched by 

Houthis, potentially targeting Israel. Drones 27 Oct struck Egyptian Red Sea town 

Taba, injuring six, while second drone was downed over Red Sea; Israel blamed 

Houthis for attack aimed at Israel. Houthis 31 Oct fired drones and ballistic missiles 



at southern Israel, which were intercepted by Israeli jets and air defence systems; 

group claimed responsibility and vowed further such strikes if “Israeli aggression” 

against Hamas continues.  

Dialogue between Houthis and Saudi Arabia awaited breakthrough. Houthi 

delegation’s visit to Saudi Arabia in Sept set stage for further talks and possible 

progress. Houthi attack on Saudi military position in Jazan's Doud mountain near 

border 25 Oct killed four Saudi soldiers. On diplomatic front, UN Special Envoy Hans 

Grundberg 4 Oct met Omani FM Badr Al-Busaidi in Omani capital Muscat to discuss 

developments in Yemen. Presidential Leadership Council (PLC) head Rashad al-

Alimi 18 Oct held separate meetings with Grundberg and U.S. envoy Tim Lenderking 

in Saudi capital Riyadh. 

In other important developments. Syria 10 Oct notified Houthis to vacate Yemeni 

embassy in Syrian capital Damascus, which they have effectively controlled since 

2015. PLC 11 Oct said Syria’s decision followed its engagement with Damascus. 

Explosive device 4 Oct killed commander of Security Belt forces, Salem Sal’an, in 

Abyan governorate, reportedly during operation against al-Qaeda. Yemenia Airlines 

17 Oct resumed six weekly flights from Sanaa international airport to Jordan, after 

Houthis froze company’s accounts. 

North Africa 

 Algeria   Authorities allowed gatherings in support of Gaza in first 

exemption to protest ban in place since 2021, while cracking down on 

dissolved Islamist party. 

Israel-Hamas war triggered show of solidarity with Palestinians. Hours after 

Hamas launched attack against Israel (see Israel/Palestine), foreign ministry 7 Oct 

denounced Israeli violence against Gaza Strip, indirectly supporting Hamas 

offensive. Few hundred people 13 Oct took to the streets of capital Algiers to express 

solidarity with Palestinians; security forces dispersed crowds, citing ban on protest 

in place since 2021. Under popular pressure to review stance, govt in following days 

authorised demonstrations in support of Palestinians, and thousands 19 Oct 

gathered in several cities; marches took place under strict police surveillance as 

Algiers fears Islamists and 2019-2021 Hirak protest movement leaders could take 

advantage of pro-Palestinian sentiment to make political comeback. 

Authorities cracked down on leaders of dissolved Islamist party. Security services 

early Oct arrested several senior officials of dissolved Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 

party, including founder Ali Benhadjar after they criticised govt, thereby 

contravening provisions of Charter for Peace and National Reconciliation of 2006, 

under which former FIS members are required to refrain from making political 

statements; FIS notably said ruling elite’s “unlimited greed” and “incorrect policies” 

had led to “political deadlock” and “increasing levels of poverty”. Authorities around 

12 Oct charged 16 FIS members with “subversion and undermining state 

institutions”. 

Algeria’s mediation initiative in coup-hit Niger faced setback. Foreign ministry 2 

Oct announced Niger coup leaders accepted Algerian mediation to resolve “political, 



institutional and constitutional crisis”, which promotes six-month transition back to 

constitutional order. Niamey next day denied claim, emphasised transition duration 

could only be decided by “inclusive national forum”, thereby asserting desire to 

maintain control over process. Algiers 9 Oct announced postponing preparatory 

discussions on mediation until “necessary clarifications have been obtained”. 

 Egypt   Cairo engaged in mediation efforts to stop escalation of 

violence in Gaza Strip; President Sisi announced re-election bid. 

Authorities took steps to stem fallout from Israel-Hamas war. Egyptian policeman 

8 Oct killed two Israeli tourists and their Egyptian guide in Alexandria city one day 

after Hamas launched attack against Israel (see Israel/Palestine), fuelling fears in 

Cairo of possible “imitation effect”. As Israel in following days laid siege to Gaza Strip 

and launched airstrikes on enclave ahead of ground offensive, Sisi engaged in 

diplomatic efforts to pre-empt potential repercussions of Israel-Hamas war for 

Egypt, including mass influx of refugees from Gaza into Sinai Peninsula and 

reactivation of jihadist networks. Cairo 19 Oct announced agreement with Israel for 

humanitarian aid to enter Gaza Strip through Rafah border crossing, and some aid 

21 Oct started flowing. Cairo 21 Oct also hosted peace summit to push for ceasefire, 

but conference ended without breakthrough. 

Presidential hopeful forced to withdraw amid harassment by authorities. Sisi 2 Oct 

confirmed third term bid. Authorities continued to press ahead with organisation of 

presidential election in December, making it virtually impossible for opposition 

candidates to challenge incumbent. Prominent presidential hopeful, Ahmed 

Tantawi, 13 Oct said he had not reached 25,000 individual endorsements required 

to stand in election, after authorities deployed series of measures to block his 

supporters, including intimidation, arrests and hacking of phones. Tantawi’s 

withdrawal leaves only four candidates in presidential race, including Sisi. 

Authorities displayed confidence that they can extract concessions from IMF. After 

authorities late Sept announced that International Monetary Fund (IMF) had 

accepted to merge first and second review of Egypt’s economic reform program, 

Bloomberg 13 Oct reported that Egypt is seeking to boost IMF loan from current 

$3bn to $5bn. Meanwhile, anti-govt demonstrations 3 Oct broke out in Marsa 

Matrouh town on Mediterranean coast amid deteriorating socio-economic 

conditions; police reportedly detained dozens of protesters. 

 Libya   Parliament passed election laws, but major obstacles to 

holding votes remained; deadly clashes erupted between rival forces in 

eastern city of Benghazi and western city of Gharyan. 

Election laws continued to spark controversy. Eastern-based House of 

Representatives (HoR) early Oct approved revised versions of presidential and 

parliamentary election laws and referred them to High Electoral Commission for 

implementation. Mohamed Tekala, new head of rival Tripoli-based High State 

Council (HSC), in following days rejected laws and scrapped cooperation with HoR; 

some HSC members contended that move did not reflect HSC’s stance, but just that 

of Tekala-aligned members. In briefing to UN Security Council, UN Special 

Representative for Libya Abdoulaye Bathily 16 Oct welcomed “some progress” in 

electoral process, but noted most politically contentious issues remained unresolved, 

with mandatory second round of presidential election and linkage between 



presidential and parliamentary elections putting electoral process at “high risk of 

disruption”; Bathily also noted negotiations between rival authorities required to 

form new govt ahead of elections remain elusive. 

Rival forces engaged in deadly clashes. Former Tripoli-based Defence Minister al-

Mahdi al-Barghathi early Oct travelled to his home city of Benghazi, allegedly 

alongside 40 of his followers. Claiming that Barghathi’s return had not been pre-

approved and could be first step in plot to mobilise anti-Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar 

forces in Benghazi, forces aligned with Haftar’s Libyan National Army (LNA) 6 Oct 

attempted to arrest him in Salmani district, sparking firefight that allegedly left at 

least 17 people dead, including one of Barghathi’s sons; LNA also cut off all 

communication in Benghazi for over a week. Meanwhile, clashes 29 Oct erupted in 

western city of Gharyan between Tripoli-based govt-affiliated militia and forces loyal 

to militia leader Adel Daab (who was expelled from Gharyan in 2019 by forces 

affiliated to former Tripoli-based govt after he handed control of city to Haftar’s 

forces); local sources reported eight people killed and 27 injured. 

In other important developments. After flooding in Sept devastated eastern city of 

Derna, anger continued to simmer among locals who blame disaster on poor 

governance. Total death toll still uncertain: local authorities confirmed retrieving 

over 4,000 bodies, but number of missing is unclear.  

 Tunisia   Rare prison break prompted govt to dismiss top 

intelligence officials; crowd torched Jewish mausoleum amid escalation 

of violence in Gaza Strip. 

Five Islamist convicts broke out of prison. Five Islamist prisoners convicted of 

killing policemen and two secular politicians 31 Oct escaped from Mornaguia prison 

near capital Tunis. Interior ministry announced dismissing two top officials in 

intelligence services, while justice ministry sacked director of Mornaguia prison. 

Crowd rampaged through Jewish site. As violence escalated in Gaza amid Israel-

Hamas war (see Israel/Palestine), thousands 17 Oct gathered in centre of Tunis to 

condemn Israeli attacks on Gaza Strip and denounce bias of French and other 

Western media in favour of Israel, demanding departure of French ambassador; 

rioters same day burned down 16th century El Hamma Jewish mausoleum near 

Gabès city (south). President Saïed hours later summoned National Security Council, 

said “the battle today is against international Zionism”, not Jewish people. As 

protests continued, parliamentary committee 24 Oct approved draft law 

criminalising normalisation of relations with Israel. 

Repression of dissent continued with detention of prominent opposition leader. 

Presidential guard and police 3 Oct arrested Abir Moussi, president of Free Patriotic 

Union opposition party, in front of presidential palace as she tried to file appeal 

against recent presidential decree related to local elections; judge 5 Oct ordered her 

imprisonment on suspicion of “assault intended to cause chaos”. Around 1,500 

supporters of Moussi 15 Oct took to streets of Tunis to demand her immediate 

release. 

Tunis handed back EU money, dealing a blow to controversial migration pact. 

After European Commission late Sept announced €127mn for Tunisia in support of 

implementation of “strategic partnership” on economy and migration signed in July, 



Saïed 2 Oct rejected funds, dismissing “derisory” amount running counter to July 

agreement. Commission 12 Oct confirmed that Tunis had returned €60mn in budget 

support. Meanwhile, 2024 draft budget released 16 Oct made no mention of 

International Monetary Fund deal, and Saïed 17 Oct dismissed economy minister. 

 Western Sahara   UN Security Council renewed MINURSO mandate. 

UN Sec Gen António Guterres’ annual report on Western Sahara 3 Oct highlighted 

UN envoy Staffan de Mistura’s continuing efforts to relaunch UN-led peace process. 

UN Security Council 30 Oct voted to extend mandate of UN mission (MINURSO) for 

another year until 31 Oct 2024; resolution won support of 13 of 15 Security Council 

members, with Russia and Mozambique abstaining, as council remains divided on 

Western Sahara crisis.  


