
 

Africa 

Central Africa 

Æ M Cameroon   As govt and Anglophone separatists prepared for 
show of force, anniversary of self-proclaimed Ambazonia Republic on 1 
Oct could pave way for escalation of conflict. 

Authorities and Anglophone separatists stepped up military preparations. Media 
reports early Sept revealed President Biya late Aug ordered deployment of special 
forces against Anglophone separatists in North West and South West regions. Swiss 
mediator Günther Bächler around 14 Sept announced end, at Biya’s request, of 
Swiss-led dialogue initiative launched in 2019 between Yaoundé and Anglophone 
groups. One separatist faction in following days threatened attacks in Francophone 
regions, called on Anglophones to leave these areas to avert potential reprisals. 
Meanwhile, violence between govt forces and separatists continued. Notably in 
North West, govt forces 8 Sept killed at least three rebels in Awing town (Mezam 
division), and 10-11 Sept killed six others in Bui division. Separatists 8 Sept killed 
four soldiers in Bamenda city, and 25 Sept attacked gendarmerie in Awing, 
reportedly killing three soldiers. Rebels also 25 Sept abducted five hospital staff in 
Kumbo city, after govt forces 22 Sept arrested three medical staff accused of treating 
separatists. Military 28 Sept acknowledged soldiers 19 Sept used indiscriminate 
force on civilians in Andek area (Momo division), leaving two women dead.  

Anglophone separatists imposed lockdown targeting schools. Some separatist 
groups 6-16 Sept imposed lockdown in North West and South West in bid to delay 
start of school year until at least 1 Oct anniversary of self-proclaimed Ambazonia 
Republic. Separatists resorted to violence to enforce lockdown. In North West, 
separatists 8 Sept kidnapped dozens of students in Bamenda city and Fundong town. 
In South West, separatists 6 Sept opened fire on bus near Ekona town on Kumba-
Buea axis, killing six; next day fired shots on outskirts of Buea city, interrupting 
traffic. Suspected separatists 16 Sept also targeted Christian community, setting fire 
to church and kidnapping at least eight people including five priests near Mamfe 
town (South West). 

Far North saw lull in jihadist violence amid heavy rainfall and flooding. Military in 
Sept repelled rare jihadist attacks on their positions; militants 24 Sept however killed 
policeman near Kolofata town (Mayo-Sava division).  

Æ Central African Republic   Violence continued in several regions, 
Constitutional Court blocked President Touadéra’s plans to amend 
constitution, and authorities sought to avert budgetary crisis. 

Insecurity persisted in Ouaka and Haute-Kotto prefectures, worsened in 
neighbouring Bamingui-Bangoran prefecture. In Ouaka, Russian paramilitary 
forces 4 Sept allegedly killed eight miners near Ndassima gold mine amid ban on 
gold trade in area since Russians started industrial exploitation of Ndassima in May 
2021. In Haute-Kotto, rebel Coalition of Patriots for Change (CPC) early Sept started 
regrouping around mining sites, leading to string of attacks; notably, CPC attack on 



Kpassoro village 13 Sept caused 500 people to flee to prefecture’s capital Bria. 
Despite late-Aug deployment of over 300 govt soldiers to deter rebel offensive in 
Bamingui-Bangoran, CPC 2 Sept attacked armed forces in Akroussoulback village, 
death toll unknown. Meanwhile, security forces continued arbitrary arrests, 
including of 40 people 12 Sept and of 90 others 22 Sept during search operations in 
capital Bangui’s third district. 

Touadéra’s constitutional change bid suffered setback. Presidential decree 12 Sept 
appointed members of committee responsible for drafting new constitution, which 
could allow Touadéra to run for third term. Constitutional Court 23 Sept blocked 
process following appeal by civil society G-16 coalition, ruling 12 Sept decree as well 
as 26 Aug decree establishing constitutional drafting committee “unconstitutional”. 
Pressure on court mounted in lead-up to decision, with hundreds of govt supporters 
8-9 Sept demonstrating in front of courthouse, calling for court members’ 
resignation and issuing death threats against its president, Daniele Darlan.  

Govt took steps to address budgetary crisis. After late Aug voting to reduce state 
budget by 14%, National Assembly 1 Sept further compressed budget to compensate 
for suspension of international aid (to prevent it feeding Russian operations in 
country) and global economic downturn. Meanwhile, PM Félix Moloua 6 Sept 
created inter-ministerial committee to investigate irregularities in salary payments 
to state personnel, which were uncovered in Aug by audit of state personnel register.   

Æ Chad   National dialogue moved to propose extension of transition 
as political repression increased; deadly herder-farmer violence 
continued in south. 

National dialogue continued amid tensions. Internal commission of national 
dialogue 28 Sept submitted proposal to extend transition to elections by two years, 
keep head of military junta as head of state and allow him to run for president at 
ballot box. Earlier in month, lack of inclusivity cast shadow on national dialogue’s 
work. Catholic Church 3 Sept suspended participation in national dialogue, citing 
lack of “mutual listening”. Group of elders and religious leaders negotiating with 
some boycotting forces (including opposition and civil society platform Wakit Tama) 
to pave way for their participation 14 Sept called for suspension of dialogue to 
consider several recommendations, including installation of new presidium and 
revision of participation quotas; authorities however took no heed of proposal. 
Meanwhile, FM Cherif Mahamat Zene 19 Sept resigned, citing interference and 
encroachment on his mandate from presidential office. 

Authorities clamped down on opposition. In apparent bid to prevent anti-dialogue 
rally scheduled for 3 Sept, security forces 1 Sept detained 84 members of Les 
Transformateurs opposition party over accusations of “disturbing public order” and 
holding “unauthorised demonstrations” in capital N’Djamena; next day surrounded 
party headquarters in city, confining four members inside, including party president, 
Succès Masra. Authorities 4 Sept lifted siege and released party members arrested 
since 1 Sept, who totalled 279 according to party. Police 9 Sept fired tear gas to 
disperse hundreds of protesters accompanying Masra to N’Djamena courthouse; 21 
Sept cordoned off square in N’Djamena to contain Wakit Tama protest, reportedly 
detaining several demonstrators. 



Intercommunal conflict persisted in Moyen-Chari province in south. Herder-farmer 
clashes 13-14 Sept left 19 dead in several localities of Lac Iro department; security 
forces detained 18 people.   

Great Lakes 

Æ Burundi   Political tensions ran high as President Ndayishimiye 
purged cabinet after alleging coup plot, and opposition faced obstruction 
during local elections. 

President appointed new PM after alleging coup plot. President Ndayishimiye 2 
Sept warned of coup plot during meeting of govt officials in political capital Gitega, 
vowed to “defeat” anyone threatening him. In following days, Ndayishimiye 
launched high-level political purge. PM Alain-Guillaume Bunyoni, close ally to 
former President Nkurunziza, and five ministers sacked 7-8 Sept; Interior Minister 
Gervais Ndirakobuca immediately appointed as new PM and confirmed by 
parliament; Ndayishimiye 7 Sept also replaced chief of presidential cabinet, Gen. 
Gabriel Nizigama, with Col. Aloys Sindayihebura, and sacked or redeployed 54 police 
provincial commissioners. 

Several opposition candidates denied running in local elections. Authorities in three 
municipalities of Ngozi province 7 Sept reportedly disallowed over dozen members 
of main opposition party National Congress for Freedom (CNL) to run in 12 Sept 
local elections; on election day, local authorities allegedly removed four CNL 
candidates from ballot in Bugenyuzi commune, Karusi province. Local observers in 
Makamba province 12 Sept reported several irregularities favouring ruling party and 
obstructing participation of opposition, retired military members and ethnic Tutsis. 

Ruling party youth wing accused of politically motivated violent attacks. Local 
media 7 Sept reported that ruling party youth wing Imbonerakure 2 Sept attempted 
to kill inhabitant of Busiga commune in Ngozi province for refusing to join ruling 
CNDD-FDD party. Suspected Imbonerakure 25 Sept beat into coma University of 
Burundi student in Bujumbura city for alleged affiliation with CNL. Meanwhile, as 
part of nationwide training campaign, group of Imbonerakure 4-6 Sept received 
military training in Cibitoke province; military official said they will join the fight 
against RED-Tabara rebels in DR Congo’s South Kivu province. Special rapporteur 
on the situation of human rights in Burundi, Fortuné Gaétan Zongo, mid-Sept said 
country’s human rights record had not significantly improved since 2015.  

Æ DR Congo   New anti-UN protests erupted amid rampant armed 
group violence in eastern provinces; President Tshisekedi came under 
scrutiny as top adviser faced corruption probe. 

Anger rose at perceived impotence of national and UN forces in North Kivu. Anti-
UN Mission (MONUSCO) demonstrations 6 Sept erupted in Beni city, with at least 
one civilian killed. UN Sec-Gen António Guterres 17 Sept conceded that MONUSCO 
was no longer capable of defeating M23 armed group operating in North Kivu’s 
Rutshuru territory, called for diplomatic solution involving DR Congo and Rwanda. 
Fresh protest against security forces’ perceived inaction against M23 held 22 Sept in 
Rutshuru town; clashes with police left at least one dead. Tshisekedi 26 Sept 



announced imminent arrival of Kenyan contingent of East African Community 
regional force to help stem insecurity in east, with focus on M23 around Bunagana 
town in Rutshuru. Congolese head of military operations against M23, Lt.-Gen. 
Philémon Yav Irung, arrested 19 Sept for undisclosed reasons.  

Armed group violence continued in other eastern provinces. CODECO armed group 
sustained operations in Ituri province’s Djugu territory. Notably, CODECO 30 Aug-
3 Sept launched attacks near Mongbwalu town, leaving at least 33 people dead, 
including CODECO members and civilians; 9 Sept attacked Mbidjo mining locality 
near Mongbwalu, with at least 17 killed and hundreds of houses burned down. In 
South Kivu province, suspected Twirwaneho militiamen 30 Sept shot UN 
peacekeeper dead at MONUSCO base in Minembwe territory. Congolese army 28 
Sept said at least 22 people killed 26-27 Sept when two Ugandan military helicopters 
crashed in unclear circumstances in Congo’s Ituri province and Kabarole border 
zone, Uganda. 

Legal proceedings impacted Tshisekedi’s inner circle. Vidiye Tshimanga, 
Tshisekedi’s special strategic adviser, 16 Sept resigned after videos allegedly showing 
him negotiating corrupt mining deal circulated online. Tshisekedi’s office same day 
affirmed commitment to fight corruption, and authorities 21-27 Sept detained 
Tshimanga as part of investigation. Meanwhile, Tshisekedi’s former Cabinet 
Director Vital Kamerhe, who was released in June after serving two years of his 13-
year prison sentence for corruption and embezzlement, returned to political arena; 
Kamerhe 12 Sept launched campaign-like “peace” tour in North Kivu; Kamerhe’s 
return could help bolster support for Tshisekedi in east ahead of 2023 general 
elections. 

Æ Uganda   Cattle-related violence persisted in north, parliament 
passed controversial cyber law, and authorities continued operations in 
DR Congo’s east.  

Several cattle-related incidents reported in Northern region. Despite recent lull in 
fighting between military and armed pastoralists amid food crisis in Karamoja sub-
region, army 4 Sept reportedly killed seven cattle rustlers in Kaabong district. In 
neighbouring Acholi sub-region, suspected Karimojong cattle rustlers around 7 Sept 
reportedly killed two soldiers in Paimol sub-county and two civilians in Lapono sub-
county (both Agago district).  

Parliament passed cyber law in likely bid to curb dissent. Parliament 8 Sept passed 
cyber law criminalising use of social media to “ridicule, degrade or demean another 
person”, with penalties of up to five-year imprisonment; civil society group ICT 
Policy Centre for Eastern and Southern Africa (CIPESA) 12 Sept decried law as 
“draconian” bid to curtail free speech online and urged President Museveni to deny 
assent and return bill to parliament.  

Uganda improved ties with neighbours, renewed operations in DR Congo’s east. 
Amid continued rapprochement with Rwanda, FM Odongo Jeje Abubakhar 1 Sept 
held diplomatic talks with counterpart Vincent Biruta in Rwandan capital Kigali; 
leaders agreed to convene Joint Permanent Commission by March 2023 for first time 
in over ten years. Kampala 1 Sept also paid first instalment of $325mn reparations 
to DR Congo – as ordered in Feb by International Court of Justice – for damages 
caused by Uganda’s military during occupation of parts of DR Congo in 1990s. 



Uganda and DR Congo 22 Sept reportedly extended joint military operations against 
Allied Democratic Forces rebels in eastern DR Congo for two months (see DR 
Congo). 

East and Southern Africa 

Æ Angola   Tensions ran high over results of August general elections.  

Constitutional Court endorsed victory of ruling party in August elections. After 
ruling party People’s Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) of incumbent 
President Lourenço late Aug won 51% of vote in general election, main opposition 
party National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) 1 Sept filed 
legal complaint against results to Constitutional Court, citing large differences 
between official vote count and party’s parallel tally. Constitutional Court 5 Sept 
rejected request.  

Opposition supporters took to streets despite violence and arrests. Meanwhile, 
human rights organisation Friends of Angola around 2 Sept said it had received 
“vast” number of reports of unlawful detention of opposition supporters since 
elections. Suspected MPLA supporters 2 Sept attacked UNITA local headquarters 
near Benguela city, injuring ten and torching several vehicles. Security forces 15 Sept 
patrolled streets in major cities, including capital Luanda, for Lourenco’s 
inauguration. Thousands of anti-govt protesters 24 Sept attended demonstrations in 
Luanda, alleging electoral fraud and calling for release of political prisoners. 
Opposition leader Adalberto Costa Júnior same day promised “year of protests”. 

Æ Kenya   William Ruto was sworn in as president after Supreme 
Court rejected challenges to election results, bringing peaceful electoral 
cycle to a close. 

Highest court upheld Ruto’s presidential win. Supreme Court 5 Sept unanimously 
confirmed Ruto’s victory in Aug presidential elections, rejecting petitions by 
presidential runner-up Raila Odinga and others seeking to nullify results. Odinga 
immediately said he would respect ruling despite disagreeing with it, while outgoing 
President Kenyatta, who backed Odinga during presidential race, same day promised 
smooth transition of power. Tensions however persisted. Police 26 Sept used teargas 
to disperse Odinga’s supporters in capital Nairobi who protested suspension of 
electoral commission’s Deputy chief executive officer Ruth Kulundu for allegedly 
helping four commissioners who disputed presidential election outcome; high court 
30 Sept reinstated Kulundu. 

Ruto sworn in as president in peaceful transition of power. Newly-elected National 
Assembly and Senate 8 Sept held inaugural sessions, with Ruto’s Kenya Kwanza 
coalition winning speaker positions in both chambers. Ruto sworn in as president 13 
Sept during ceremony held in Nairobi. In spirit of smooth democratic transition, 
Ruto in inaugural address announced appointing Kenyatta as peace envoy for Great 
Lakes and Horn of Africa, signalling continuity in foreign policy agenda. Faced with 
economic crisis, Ruto 13 Sept said he would not renew temporary food subsidy on 
maize flour, and next day partially ended fuel subsidy, causing prices to skyrocket. 
Ruto during first days in office however implemented fertiliser subsidy effective 19 
Sept and launched $500mn fund to support small businesses. Ruto 27 Sept unveiled 



22-member cabinet including seven women, failing to fulfil campaign pledge of 
giving women 50% of cabinet positions. 

Cattle-raiding violence persisted in north. In Marsabit county, police 15 Sept 
thwarted cattle raid, retrieving 600 cows. Alleged Pokot cattle rustlers 24 Sept killed 
11 people, including eight police officers, near Kakiteitei village, Turkana county.  

Æ Mozambique   Islamist insurgents continued to stretch 
international and govt forces across Cabo Delgado province, and in 
northern tip of neighbouring Nampula province.  

Insurgents pushed south into Nampula for first time since June. After crossing 
Lúrio river from Cabo Delgado into Nampula, Islamic State Mozambique Province 
(ISMP) 2 Sept attacked Kutua village, Eráti district, and 6 Sept killed Italian nun in 
Chipene village, Memba district. President Nyusi next day said recent attacks in both 
districts had killed six people. Also in Memba, ISMP 8 Sept beheaded at least three 
people in Naheco village; unconfirmed reports 10 Sept said govt forces killed eight 
insurgents near Juma village. UN humanitarian office 9 Sept said 38,000 people had 
fled violence in Eráti and Memba districts since 30 Aug. Heading back north to Cabo 
Delgado’s southern districts, suspected ISMP insurgents 13 Sept beheaded five 
civilians in Ichibua village, Chiure district; 19 Sept beheaded three people near Pulo 
village and 24 Sept reportedly beheaded several others at Muissi and Nampipi 
villages, all Metuge district.  

Violence continued in Cabo Delgado’s central and northern districts. In Macomia 
district, govt forces claimed killing four insurgent commanders near Nkoe village on 
7 Sept; subsequent ISMP attack at Nkoe 15 Sept left up to 16 soldiers killed. In 
Nangade district, ISMP next day ambushed govt troops and Southern African 
Development Community Mission in Mozambique (SAMIM) forces during counter-
insurgency operation near Chitama village, claiming 19 govt and SAMIM soldiers 
killed, while SAMIM 23 Sept confirmed one death and seven injuries in its ranks. In 
Muidumbe district, suspected ISMP 12 Sept reportedly killed three people in raid on 
Mapate village, and attack involving explosive device 15 Sept targeted govt forces in 
Xitaxi village, reportedly leading to intense exchange of fire. Nyusi 24 Sept said govt 
forces engaged in fighting with insurgents in Omba area of Mueda district. Police 28 
Sept said 16 bodies of insurgents found in forests of Quissanga district, including 
some likely killed in clashes with govt forces. 

President Nyusi re-elected as ruling party leader. Nyusi elected 25 Sept to third five-
year term as leader of Frelimo party during party congress on outskirts of capital 
Maputo. 

Æ Somalia   As famine looms in country’s south, centre-periphery 
tensions persisted over resource-sharing, and govt forces gained ground 
in large-scale offensive against Al-Shabaab in central regions. 

Relations between Mogadishu and federal member states remained strained. After 
member state finance ministers late Aug threatened to stop cooperation with federal 
finance ministry amid disagreement over resource sharing, federal and state finance 
ministers 13 Sept met in capital Mogadishu, agreed on allocation of $94mn 
disbursement from World Bank. State humanitarian ministries 14 Sept complained 
they had not received funding that United Arab Emirates had allocated to Mogadishu 



three months ago; PM’s office pledged to address issue. State-level term extensions 
continued with Galmudug state parliament 13 Sept adding a year to terms of state 
president, govt and parliament. 

Clan militias and govt forces made gains against Al-Shabaab in central regions. 
Federal govt 25 Sept said army and local clan militiamen had recaptured 40 
settlements in Hiraan region and six in Galgaduud region in less than three weeks. 
Notably in Hiraan, national army reported 43 Al-Shabaab killed 16-17 Sept on 
outskirts of Bulobarde town; U.S. airstrike 18 Sept also killed 27 militants near 
Bulobarde. Govt forces and local clan militia around 20 Sept also recaptured 
strategic town of Booco in Hiraan. Further south, local militia 26 Sept reportedly 
captured four settlements on outskirts of South West state capital Baidoa (Bay 
region) with support of national forces. Al-Shabaab responded with punitive actions 
against communities from which militias hail. Notably, Al-Shabaab fighters 
overnight 2-3 Sept killed at least 19 people on Beledweyne-Mahas axis in Hiraan; 
suicide bombing 25 Sept targeted military facility in Wadajir district of Mogadishu, 
killing up to 15 people. 

Hundreds of thousands could die from hunger before year’s end. U.S. Development 
Agency’s Famine Early Warning Systems Network 5 Sept said famine projected 
before Dec in southern Bay region. UN humanitarian chief Martin Griffiths same day 
warned “famine is at the door” as drought worsens and global food prices surge. UN 
children’s agency 13 Sept reported over 500,000 Somali children under five expected 
to risk death from famine this year, number unseen in any country this century. 

Æ Somaliland   Presidential election likely postponed until 2023 due to 
“technical and financial constraints” as political dispute over 
sequencing of electoral cycle continued.  

Impasse over sequencing of elections unresolved after proposed postponement of 
presidential vote. Electoral commission 24 Sept announced it could not organise 
presidential election on 13 Nov, citing “time, technical and financial constraints”, 
and proposed postponing it to July 2023. President Bihi, whose mandate ends in 
Nov, now expected to file request to parliament’s Upper House to confirm 
postponement and term extension for himself and govt. Opposition Waddani party 
24 Sept welcomed postponement, but dispute over sequencing of elections persisted. 
Earlier in month, opposition-dominated Lower House of Parliament 19 Sept 
approved bill to hold presidential and political parties’ elections simultaneously. 
Upper House, largely seen as favouring govt (which continues to argue that political 
parties’ elections must be held before presidential election), 26 Sept refused to 
examine bill and sent it back to Lower House, citing procedural flaws. 

Attacks on media continued. Information Minister Suleyman Yusuf Ali “Koore” 6 
Sept revoked privately owned broadcaster CBA TV’s right to operate in Somaliland, 
saying its license had expired and it had aired content threatening peace in region. 
Committee to Protect Journalists 16 Sept called on authorities to allow CBA TV to 
resume operations and to desist from using bans to silence press. 
 
 



Æ Tanzania   Authorities launched campaign to retrieve illegal 
weapons in bid to curb criminality and signed counter-terrorism 
agreement with Mozambique.  

Authorities 5 Sept launched nationwide campaign to recover illegal firearms, giving 
citizens two months to surrender weapons or face prosecution. President Suluhu 
Hassan and Defence Minister Stergomena Tax 21 Sept travelled to Mozambique and 
signed defence and security agreements with Mozambican President Nyusi aimed at 
fighting terrorism and crime along shared border amid persistent jihadist violence 
in northern Mozambique.  

Æ Zimbabwe   In lead-up to 2023 elections, political opposition 
continued to accuse authorities of harassment; food security crisis 
loomed large amid runaway inflation.  

Political tensions continued ahead of 2023 elections. Main opposition party Citizens 
Coalition for Change (CCC) 11 Sept claimed explosive device same day targeted party 
leader Nelson Chamisa as he arrived to address rally in Chinhoyi city (Mashonaland 
West province). CCC denounced “state-sponsored violence” without providing 
evidence. NGO Amnesty International 21 Sept denounced “continued arbitrary 
detention” of CCC legislators Job Sikhala and Godfrey Sithole, who were arrested in 
June on charges of “inciting violence”, urged Harare to release them “immediately 
and unconditionally” and “stop criminalizing dissent”. Court 29 Sept sentenced 
prominent novelist and activist, Tsitsi Dangarembga, and journalist Julie Barnes to 
six-month suspended prison term on charges of inciting violence during protests in 
2020; International NGO Amnesty International next day denounced “travesty of 
justice”. 

Report warned of rising food insecurity amid persistent economic crisis. In World 
Bank food security report published 15 Sept, Zimbabwe (along with Lebanon) topped 
list of countries worst affected by domestic food price inflation, with real food 
inflation at 68% on year-on-year basis. 

Horn of Africa 

È Eritrea   Following resumption of Tigray conflict in neighbouring 
Ethiopia late Aug, Eritrea once more became embroiled in fighting. 

Eritrea joined Ethiopia’s federal forces in launching military offensives against 
Tigray’s forces. Following renewed hostilities 24 Aug in northern Ethiopia, Eritrea 1 
Sept became heavily involved in frontline fighting once more, backing Ethiopia’s 
federal forces and allied militia amid longstanding enmity between Asmara and 
Tigray’s ruling party, Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF). According to Tigray 
authorities’ statement 1 Sept, Eritrean and federal forces launched major offensives 
from Eritrea in Tigray’s north, expanding conflict to new fronts (see Ethiopia). 
Reports 17 Sept emerged that govt was calling on reservists from armed forces to join 
fight. Tigray authorities 20 Sept accused Eritrea of launching “full-scale” offensive 
via multiple border crossings in Tigray’s north, marking further escalation; U.S. 
Special Envoy Mike Hammer same day condemned actions. Tigray authorities 27 
Sept accused Eritrean forces of airstrike on Adi Daero town in region’s north west 25 



Sept that killed five civilians.  Meanwhile, Asmara 16 Sept criticised European Union 
over 14 Sept statement, which accused Eritrea of “impeding ongoing efforts towards 
peace in Ethiopia”. Asmara said statement overlooked “fundamental causes” of war 
and insisted that TPLF continues to pursue longstanding policies of “territorial 
aggrandizement and ‘regime change’” in Eritrea through force. Desire to defeat TPLF 
and fear of Tigray invasion suggests Asmara will continue its military offensive and 
spoil any future peace process between Tigray and federal authorities that allows 
Tigray’s current military force to remain intact. 

Asmara continued diplomatic engagement, notably with China. China’s Special 
Envoy to Horn of Africa Ambassador Xue Bing 16 Sept met with President Isaias 
Afwerki, stressing China’s readiness to contribute toward “regional efforts of conflict 
resolution and sustainable peace”. FM Osman Saleh 28 Sept held bilateral talks with 
his counterparts from Iran and Cuba; both meetings discussed strengthening 
bilateral ties. 

È Ethiopia   Tigray conflict escalated as hostilities expanded to new 
fronts and Eritrean forces became heavily involved in fighting; violence 
persisted in Oromia region. 

Hostilities in northern Ethiopia escalated and spread to new fronts. Following 
resumption of fighting 24 Aug in northern Ethiopia, Eritrea 1 Sept re-entered 
conflict; Tigray authorities accused federal and Eritrean forces of launching major 
offensives in Tigray’s north, with some clashes in Amhara-controlled Western 
Tigray. Throughout month, federal and Eritrean forces clashed with Tigray’s forces 
in Western, North Western, Eastern and Central Zones, and Afar region’s Fenti Rasu 
(Zone 2). Federal and Eritrean forces 13 Sept captured Shiraro town (North Western 
Zone), seemingly to position themselves for assault on Shire city. Federal forces 13, 
14, 23 Sept struck Tigray’s capital, Mekelle, killing at least 11 civilians. Tigray 
authorities 20 Sept accused Eritrea of launching “full-scale” offensive in Tigray’s 
north, though scale of incursion appears to have been overstated; 27 Sept accused 
Eritrean forces of airstrike on Adi Daero town 25 Sept that killed five civilians. In 
Amhara region, Tigray forces clashed with federal and Amhara security forces and 
militia in Wag Himra, North Wollo and North Gondar Zones.  

Diplomatic efforts failed to halt fighting in northern Ethiopia. Tigray leaders 11 Sept 
announced readiness for truce and African Union (AU)-led peace process following 
backdoor negotiations facilitated by U.S. Special Envoy for Horn of Africa Mike 
Hammer; privately maintained opposition to AU Envoy Olusegun Obasanjo and 
demand for return of Western Tigray and resumption of basic services. International 
actors, including AU and UN, welcomed Tigray’s readiness for “peaceful resolution” 
to conflict, while Kenyan President Ruto 13 Sept appointed former President 
Kenyatta to lead country’s diplomatic efforts in Ethiopia, signalling Nairobi’s 
continued engagement in peace initiative. Despite diplomatic overtures, federal govt 
had yet to respond to Tigray authorities’ announcement by end of month. 

Violence persisted in Oromia. Clashes in Oromia region between security forces and 
Oromo Liberation Army continued throughout month in North, East, West Shewa, 
Kellem, West Wollega, East Guji, Ilu Aba Bora and Buno Bedele Zones. Ethiopian 
Human Rights Commission 6 Sept confirmed massacre of over 60 civilians 29-31 



Aug in Horo Guduru Wollega Zone; report said “armed militia from Amhara”, likely 
militias known as Fano, perpetrated violence. 

Æ South Sudan   Monitoring body confirmed roadmap to extend 
transitional govt’s rule to 2025; deadly violence persisted, notably in 
Upper Nile state as fighting erupted at site for displaced persons. 

Roadmap to extend transitional period until Feb 2025 confirmed. Members of 
Reconstituted Joint Monitoring and Evaluation Commission, responsible for 
tracking implementation of 2018 peace agreement, 1 Sept confirmed extending 
transitional period beyond anticipated Feb 2023 end until Feb 2025; extension 
provides additional 24 months for govt to address outstanding tasks of agreement. 
UN mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) chief Nicolas Haysom 16 Sept told UN 
Security Council that next few months will be litmus test for political parties to 
demonstrate their commitment to roadmap. Meanwhile, nearly 7,000 troops from 
Bahr el Ghazal region 21 Sept integrated into unified forces, and another 1, 701 troops 
from Jonglei state capital, Bor, on 27 Sept; creating unified armed forces command 
remains key provision of 2018 peace agreement.  

Violence persisted, notably in Upper Nile state with hundreds reportedly killed. In 
Upper Nile (north east), fighting continued between breakaway splinter factions of 
VP Machar’s Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army-In Opposition (SPLM/A-
IO) after ethnic Nuer Gen. Simon Gatwech Dual removed ethnic Shilluk Gen. 
Johnson Olony as deputy of his “Kitgwang” faction in Aug. Notably, UN 8 Sept 
reported that fighting between Gatwech- and Olony-aligned groups had erupted day 
before near Adidiang island where thousands forced to flee fighting had taken refuge; 
according to unconfirmed reports, up to 300 people were killed in attacks. In Greater 
Pibor Administrative Area (east), unknown assailants 13 Sept killed herdsman and 
stole 21 cattle. In disputed Abyei Administrative Area along border with Sudan, 
armed youth from Twic country (Warrap state) 25 Sept reportedly attacked Aneet 
and Agok villages, killing six. 

Security situation remained fragile in Unity state, UN called for accountability. 
Amid persistent high level violence in Unity State, UNMISS and UN Human Rights 
body 6 Sept released joint report on fighting from 11 Feb to 31 May between forces 
loyal to President Kiir and elements of SPLM/A-IO loyal to VP Machar in Unity state. 
Report found that fighting left 173 civilians killed and 45,000 displaced, highlighted 
need for accountability for abuses to address ongoing conflict.  

Æ Sudan   Tensions over return to civilian transition persisted amid 
signs of growing rivalry between military leaders; intercommunal 
clashes erupted in Blue Nile and West Kordofan states. 

Sudan Bar Association delivered proposal to restore democratic transition. Sudan 
Bar Association 7 Sept presented final draft of transitional constitution, designed to 
help restore country’s democratic transition. Proposal calls for civilian cabinet and 
civilian-led national security council that includes military officers. Trilateral African 
Union (AU)-UN mission in Sudan (UNITAMS)-Intergovernmental Authority on 
Development (IGAD) mechanism 10 Sept welcomed proposal, as did European 
Union, U.S. and European embassies on 12 Sept, though fractures remain between 
pro-democracy groups over readiness to negotiate with military. Public prosecutor 



25 Sept called in head of Sudanese Bar Association steering committee for 
questioning and ordered seizure of headquarters. 

Tensions grew between military leaders over return to civilian transition. VP of 
Transitional Sovereign Council and Commander of paramilitary Rapid Support 
Forces Gen. Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo “Hemedti” 16 Sept reiterated military’s 
commitment to withdraw from politics and hand over power to civilian govt. In sign 
of growing rivalry between Hemedti and army chief and de facto head of state Gen. 
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, Burhan’s media adviser next day appeared to push back on 
Hemedti’s comments by stating army would not hand over power except to govt 
“agreed upon by all Sudanese”, indicating reluctance to cede power. Meanwhile, 
thousands 13 Sept protested against military rule in capital Khartoum and again on 
29 Sept in Khartoum, Wad Madani, Nyala, Dongola and Atbara cities.  

Intercommunal violence flared in Blue Nile and West Kordofan states. In Blue Nile 
state, clashes involving Hausa and Blue Nile communities 1-4 Sept reportedly killed 
23 and injured 44 around East Ganis village and Roseires town. State media 8 Sept 
reported over 21,000 people had fled violence. In West Kordofan, clashes over 
border demarcation in Abu Zabad town between Hamar tribe and Misseriya tribe 10-
12 Sept killed at least six; tribal leaders 19 Sept signed agreement to end fighting. 
Meanwhile, authorities 15 Sept announced floods killed at least 20 in previous week, 
bringing total death toll since beginning of rainy season to 134. 

Sahel 

È Burkina Faso Political instability reached new heights as second coup 
this year ousted transitional President Lt. Col. Damiba amid rampant 
violence countrywide. 

Interim president toppled after less than nine months in power. Heavy gunfire 30 
Sept erupted in capital Ouagadougou, notably near military camp allegedly hosting 
transitional president, Lt. Col. Damiba, as troops blocked several roads. Junior 
military officers — led by Capt. Ibrahim Traoré — hours later seized control of state 
television, announced they had toppled Damiba, whom they accused of failing to 
quell escalating violence across country since taking power in Jan. New military 
leaders same day closed borders, imposed night curfew and dissolved transitional 
govt. West African regional bloc ECOWAS immediately condemned coup, called for 
return to constitutional order. Earlier in month, Damiba reorganised security forces 
amid mounting popular discontent at deteriorating socio-economic and security 
situation. Notably, Damiba 12 Sept sacked Defence Minister Gen. Barthelemy 
Simpore and assumed role himself; also announced redeploying military units from 
areas largely spared by violence to flashpoints in Centre-North and Boucle du 
Mouhoun regions.  

Violence remained pervasive in north, centre and east. In Sahel region’s Soum 
province, jihadists targeted convoys carrying supplies to Djibo town, which has been 
under blockade by al-Qaeda-affiliated Group for the Support of Islam and Muslims 
(JNIM) since Feb: at least 35 civilians killed 5 Sept in explosive device attack on 
Bourzanga-Djibo axis; at least 11 soldiers killed and 50 civilians missing after 26 Sept 
attack near Gaskindé locality. Meanwhile in Oudalan province, army airstrikes 14 



Sept reportedly killed three women and seven children in Timbolo village in recently 
created “military interest zones”. In Centre-North region, clash between vigilantes 
(VDPs) and presumed JNIM 2 Sept killed one militant and one vigilante in 
Namentenga province, while explosive device 6 Sept killed two gendarmes in 
Ouanobian commune, Sanmatenga province. In East region, suspected JNIM 
militants 1 Sept killed five VDPs in Taagou area (Gourma province). In Centre-East 
region, joint operation by VDPs, govt and Togolese forces 4 Sept killed 16 suspected 
JNIM militants near Sandiaba commune (Koulpélogo province). JNIM progressed 
in Boucle du Mouhoun region (west), notably taking control of Solenzo town (Banwa 
province) 5 Sept. 

Æ Mali   Interim govt sought allies in region as dispute with Côte 
d’Ivoire worsened and insecurity prevailed across large swathes of 
territory. 

Deadly jihadist violence remained rampant in centre and north. In centre, al-
Qaeda-affiliated Group for the Support of Islam and Muslims (JNIM) 2 Sept killed 
between 13 and 15 civilians in Tiouga village (Ségou region). Media outlets including 
Radio France Internationale early Sept reported accusations of sexual violence, 
including rape on female villagers, after army, Russian paramilitary Wagner Group 
and Dozo hunters 4 Sept entered Nia-Ouro village (Mopti region); UN mission 
opened investigation into allegations. In north, Islamic State Sahel Province (IS 
Sahel) 6 Sept seized Talataye town (Gao region) after fighting with Algiers peace deal 
signatory armed group Movement for the Salvation of Azawad (MSA) and JNIM; 
clashes reportedly left 17 JNIM, three MSA fighters and 42 civilians dead and 
displaced 13,000 inhabitants; IS Sahel reportedly withdrew by 9 Sept. On 
Independence Day, hundreds 22 Sept marched in capital Bamako chanting anti-UN 
slogans and carrying Russian flags. 

Spat with Côte d’Ivoire worsened while tensions with France simmered. Govt 3 Sept 
released three of 49 Ivorian soldiers arrested 10 July. President Goïta 9 Sept 
conditioned release of remaining 46 to Ivorian authorities agreeing to extradite 
Malian officials associated with deposed President Keita. Côte d’Ivoire 14 Sept 
denounced “unacceptable blackmail”; West African regional bloc ECOWAS 29 Sept 
sent high-level delegation to Bamako to negotiate soldiers’ release; no breakthrough 
reported. Meanwhile, authorities 15 Sept briefly detained two French soldiers on 
accusations of spying; Interim PM Col. Abdoulaye Maïga 24 Sept at UN General 
Assembly accused France of violating Malian airspace to provide “information, 
weapons and ammunition to terrorist groups”.  

Military leaders sought support among neighbours. Interim President Col. Goïta 3 
Sept met with Burkinabè counterpart Lt. Col. Damiba and 7 Sept with Guinea’s FM 
Morissanda Kouyaté in Bamako; Defence Minister Col. Sadio Camara 4-6 Sept 
visited Mauritania; all meetings reportedly focused on security cooperation. Interim 
PM Maïga 28 Sept said Mali will not respect sanctions ECOWAS imposed on 
Guinea’s ruling junta on 22 Sept. 

 

 



Æ Niger   President Bazoum worked to strengthen regional and 
domestic support as anti-French protests erupted notably in capital 
Niamey; insecurity persisted in several regions. 

Bazoum’s security strategy continued to arouse anti-French sentiment. Civil society 
coalition M62 18 Sept held demonstrations in Niamey and south-western Dosso city 
against French Barkhane force’s relocation to Niger; hundreds turned out, chanting 
pro-Russia slogans, with no violent incidents reported. As part of Bazoum’s attempt 
to consolidate domestic support amid backlash over increased French presence, 
National Council for Political Dialogue – permanent framework bringing together 
govt, opposition and other political parties – 9 Sept met in Niamey for first time in 
almost two years; participants discussed security situation among other topics. 
Bazoum also discussed security cooperation with Burkinabè President Lt. Col. 
Damiba 11 Sept and adviser to Chad’s president next day in Niamey. News outlet 
Africa Intelligence 5 Sept reported European Union would send training mission to 
Niger at Bazoum’s request. 

Sporadic jihadist violence persisted in south west and south east. In Tillabery region 
(south west), security forces week of 14 Sept killed eight jihadists in Tera department, 
and arrested four individuals suspected of cooperating with jihadists in Abala 
department. In Diffa region (south east), suspected Boko Haram faction JAS 3 Sept 
killed three civilians in Bosso village (Bosso department), 6 Sept killed seven on 
Liberia island (N’Guigmi department); local official said jihadist elements 20 Sept 
killed 11 farmers near Toumour town (Diffa department). Multinational Joint Task 
Force in Sept conducted several operations in Diffa, N’Guigmi and Bosso 
departments, reportedly killing several suspected jihadists and detaining scores. 

West Africa 

Æ Benin   Islamic State (ISIS) claimed first attacks in country, and govt 
enlisted Rwanda in counter-insurgency strategy. 

Violence persisted in northern regions, ISIS claimed responsibility for July attacks. 
In Atakora department, unidentified armed group 3 Sept clashed with soldiers near 
military base in Matéri commune, leaving unknown casualties. In Alibori 
department, string of attacks, possibly by al-Qaeda affiliated Group for the Support 
of Islam and Muslims, reported in Sept in Malanville and Karimama communes. 
Notably, raid on Goungoun police customs post 14 Sept left two dead; one also 
missing after overnight attack on construction site in Loumbou-Loumbou locality 
21-22 Sept. Meanwhile, ISIS 15 Sept claimed its Sahel affiliate was responsible for 1-
2 July attacks in Alibori department, which left six soldiers dead; claim confirms 
both al-Qaeda and ISIS now active in Benin. 

Authorities strengthened security cooperation with Rwanda. Paris-based website 
Africa Intelligence 9 Sept confirmed Benin and Rwanda had entered final phase of 
negotiations for security cooperation deal that would include deployment from 
October of roughly 350 Rwandan soldiers to northern Benin. Benin same day 
confirmed negotiations were under way for Rwanda to provide logistical support and 
expertise, but denied troops deployment to northern Benin.  



Æ Côte d’Ivoire   Standoff with Mali over detention of Ivorian soldiers 
persisted and President Ouattara sought to renew cooperation with 
Burkina Faso amid jihadist threat. 

Tensions with Mali ran high over detention of Ivorian soldiers. Bamako 3 Sept 
released three Ivorian female soldiers detained since July on accusations of acting as 
“mercenaries”. Malian interim president, Col. Assimi Goïta, 9 Sept dashed hopes of 
quick crisis resolution by implicitly linking fate of 46 soldiers still imprisoned in Mali 
to Côte d’Ivoire’s extradition of prominent Malians associated with deposed 
President Keïta. Yamoussoukro 14 Sept denounced “unacceptable blackmail” and 
called for emergency summit of West African regional bloc ECOWAS heads of state, 
who 22 Sept condemned Bamako’s “blackmail”, reiterated call for soldiers’ 
“immediate release”. High-level ECOWAS delegation 29 Sept travelled to Mali to 
negotiate soldiers’ release with Goïta; no breakthrough reported (see Mali).  

Ouattara and Burkinabè president pledged to strengthen anti-jihadist operations. 
Ouattara 5 Sept met with Burkinabè interim president, Lt. Col. Damiba, in economic 
capital Abidjan; counterparts reportedly agreed to strengthen security cooperation 
including by conducting joint operations along shared border, which Côte d’Ivoire is 
seeking to secure against jihadist incursions. 

Speculations around long-time exile Tidjane Thiam’s political plans. British daily 
newspaper The Telegraph 3 Sept reported that prominent Franco-Ivorian financier 
Tidjane Thiam, who returned to Côte d’Ivoire in Aug after more than 20 years in 
exile, was preparing presidential bid; Thiam has claimed that he remains loyal to 
Democratic Party of Côte d’Ivoire, raising questions about his intention to challenge 
party leader Henri Konan Bédié, 88, who has repeatedly expressed his intention to 
run in 2025.  

Æ Guinea   West African leaders imposed gradual sanctions on 
military junta over slow transition and opposition protest again turned 
violent. 

Junta faced sustained domestic and regional pressure to speed up transition. On 
first anniversary of Col. Doumbouya’s coup, coalition of civil society groups and 
political parties National Front for the Defence of the Constitution 5 Sept led anti-
military protest in capital Conakry. Sporadic clashes erupted between protesters and 
security forces, with govt claiming ten police officers and one civilian wounded; 
several also detained for allegedly causing “public disorder”. FNDC next day accused 
authorities of using “weapons of war” during protest; 8 Sept filed legal complaint 
against Doumbouya, who has French citizenship, in France’s capital Paris, accusing 
him of being complicit in “homicides and torture” allegedly committed during anti-
junta protests in July-Aug. West African regional bloc ECOWAS 22 Sept announced 
gradual sanctions on military junta to pressure it to agree to reasonable timetable for 
return to civilian rule; sanctions include asset freezes and travel bans against 
individuals and groups. 

Doumbouya sought extradition of deposed President Condé from Türkiye. 
Doumbouya 7 Sept reportedly threatened to halt activities of Turkish company 
Albayrak, which operates autonomous port of Conakry, in bid to obtain return of 
Condé, who has resided in Türkiye since May. Police 12 Sept forced general manager 



of Albayrak’s Guinean subsidiary and three of his associates to leave their offices, but 
port continued to operate.  

Trial of security forces’ members over 2009 stadium massacre began. Trial of 11 
individuals accused of responsibility in 2009 Conakry stadium massacre, including 
then-junta leader Moussa Dadis Camara, launched 28 Sept; security forces loyal to 
Camara accused of killing at least 156 people and raping over 100 women who had 
gathered in stadium for political rally. 

Æ Nigeria   Violence continued to rage across country months away 
from 2023 general elections. 

Authorities’ offensive in North East put jihadists under pressure. In Borno state, 
soldiers and local self-defence militias 1-2 Sept attacked Islamic State West Africa 
Province (ISWAP) in Bama area, with govt airstrikes reportedly killing over 200 
militants, including high-ranking commanders. Also in Borno, airstrikes 9 Sept 
killed 26 ISWAP fighters in Ngala area, and air force 20 Sept struck several ISWAP 
hideouts in Marte area, reportedly leaving “scores” dead. Clashes between ISWAP 
and Boko Haram (JAS) continued. Notably, fierce battle along border between 
Dikwa and Bama areas 15 Sept left at least eight jihadists dead; ISWAP 16-17 Sept 
attacked JAS enclave at Gaizuwa village in Bama, with up to 30 killed.  

Armed groups continued to defy security operations in North West and North 
Central zones. Security forces 7 Sept invaded armed group hideouts in Kachia and 
Birnin Gwari areas in Kaduna state, as well as in Rafi area of Niger state, killing over 
30 militiamen and arresting 15 informants; govt airstrikes against armed group 
hideout in Niger’s Shiroro area next day killed at least 20. In Zamfara state, air force 
17, 22 Sept bombed armed group camps in Zurmi and Birnin Magaji/Kiyaw areas, 
killing dozens of combatants. Defying military operations, gunmen 12-13 Sept 
abducted about 60 people in and around Kasuwan Magani town in Kajuru area 
(Kaduna). In Katsina state, gunmen 16 Sept abducted at least 50 civilians in 
Bakiyawa village, Batagarawa area. Gunmen 23 Sept killed at least 18 people in 
attack on mosque in Bukkuyum area, Zamfara. 

South East zone saw Biafra separatist agitation and criminal violence. Attacks on 
security personnel, politicians and other citizens continued in Sept particularly in 
Anambra, Abia and Imo states. Notably, in Anambra, gunmen 11 Sept ambushed 
convoy of Senator Patrick Ifeanyi Uba at Enugwu-Ukwu town in Njikoka area, killing 
at least six people; 28 Sept reportedly killed five soldiers in Orumba South area.  

Election campaign kicked off. Campaign for general elections set for Feb 2023 
started 28 Sept; presidential candidates next day signed accord committing to 
peaceful campaign.  

Æ Togo   State of emergency extended in northern region amid 
growing jihadist threat. 

Govt continued to take steps to contain jihadist violence. Govt 6 Sept extended for 
six months state of emergency in effect in northern Savanes region since 13 June, 
with goal of streamlining decision-making and facilitating troop deployment amid 
jihadist threat. UN counter-terrorism office 7 Sept signed agreement with govt to 
strengthen cooperation in “preventing and countering terrorist travels and serious 
crimes”.  



Civil society challenged authorities over approach to insecurity. Several civil society 
organisations including Togolese League of Human Rights 12 Sept denounced 
military approach to insecurity in country’s north, urged govt to address socio-
political marginalisation there. 


